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PROF. SOSAMMA IYPE

Prof. Sosamma lype is the Director of Projects of the Vechur Conservation Trust, an
NGO that works towards the conservation of the indigenous cattle breeds of Kerala — the
Vechur and the Kasaragod Cows. Conservation of Vechur cows was a saga of undaunted
struggle against discouragement, reversals and threats. Yet she was instrumental in bringing
them from the brink of extinction, getting the Vechur cow recognized as a breed (the smallestin
the world) and enabling Kerala to gain entry into the breed map of India. Her conservation
work was the first of its kind in India and due to her tireless efforts, the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations has listed the Vechur cattle in their Domestic Animal
Diversity Information System (DAD-IS). More important was her contribution at the
grassroots level by making the Vechur cows available to farmers and integrating Agriculture
with Animal Husbandry through organic farming where native animals have a pivotal role.

2. Born on 21% March, 1941 at Niranam in Alappuzha District, Kerala, Prof. Iype
completed her pre-professional studies at the Union Christian College, Aluva and gained
admission to the Kerala Veterinary College, Mannuthy. She started her professional career
in the Animal Husbandry Department, Government of Kerala where she worked for 14
years. Later, armed with a Master's degree (M. V. Sc.) from the Mathura Veterinary College,
Uttar Pradesh, she joined Mannuthy Veterinary College, Kerala Agricultural University as
faculty. She later took her Ph. D. degree in Animal Breeding from the National Dairy
Research Institute, Karnal, Haryana.

3. Prof. Iype retired as Director, Professor and Head, Centre for Advanced Studies in
Animal Breeding and Genetics. During her tenure, she headed several ICAR field-oriented
projects. These have led to valuable findings including the medicinal value of Vechur milk
as well as its other unique qualities. The Vechur Conservation Project was widely
considered a model throughout India and it inspired further identification and
characterisation of indigenous cattle breeds, taking the tally from 26 to 44.

4. Prof. Iype has won numerous awards and commendations both for her academic
excellence as well as her professional achievements. Some of them are the Commonwealth
Bureau Prize for Animal Health (1971), Gold medal from Agra University (1972) and
Fellowships from Netherlands Government and Canadian Government for professional
training in the respective countries. She represented our country in the SAARC meeting on
Conservation in Dhaka in 1991, won the National award for conservation in 1998, the
India Biodiversity Award (instituted by UNDP, Ministry of Forest, Environment, and
Climate Change and National Biodiversity Authority of India) in 2016 and Dr C. M. Singh
Memorial Lifetime Achievement Award in 2020. She has also been decorated with
Fellowship of National Academy of Veterinary Sciences.
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91, AR VY dgR HSTa g DI URATSTIBN Bl a2 €, S Geb IR IRHNT FIS & Sl bRel
DI W U Al — IR 3R BIARS AT D FRETT Dl fQ=T H BTH BT 2 | IgR TIAT BT ARETIT BRAT
BAICATE, IACHY 3R gfHal & Raers s1eres ded @l wmer off | fiv f 98 S g &M @ &R 4
I AT, TR T B Ueh % (ST H T BISN) & U § AT [IAT 3R BHRA Pl AR D A
HIATE H 9 O e &9 § Geldd a1 ol | ST AREUl BRI ARG H 7] TARE DI Ugell o7 3R
IS AAD TR & BRT, HYTh I & WTE IR B FTS (Th.Q3M) 7 U+ exe], ug) fafderdr e
el (SITSI-3METa) & dgR FaRrat of qeidg fhar & | JgR TRl B fhamt & 1w Sueter o 3R
SIfdes Wil & ATH A PV BT UYUTAT & A1 Thidd BRAT, ST81 Q2 SIHaR] Bl Hgeayul T 8l &,
S BRIT H ST IR R ST ANTET A Heeaqu] o |

2 21 |1, 1941 DI B D AT forel & R H S, 71 U =1 o= fepf¥era= dierst, siqar o
3O URT ¥ UBel BT eI YT fhaT 3iR vt Uyl farfdhear diers], gl H wder ured fbar | 81 dvd
TRGR & TYUTT fIUNT & 370 URaR BRI BT YB3 DI, S8l I8l 14 ATl T b fhar | 91g ¥,
HRT JEARI Piefal, IR TGeT I AR U (TH.AL.THAL) I IR & q18, ol A2l JeIN Plelo],
IR PV fIafdene™ § bdhec] & wY H HRIMR U89 (6T | IS ygard Ioi+ TSI ST IHETT
HRRATH, BRATe, BRYTON A U TS § Noae] ol S BTyt ol |

3. 91, VYUY IoT 3HR SATARIST H I AT Dg b (M, AR AR THE S U A Ha1-gad
TS | 310 BTG & SRM, S8 AMSAIWIIR SF—SF Fs URATSHIR &7 Agcd 6T | 379 Hegar
e o gU 2, fO 99R gU & QI SN & A—A1 59 1 Jffg<did o7 +ff e & | a9
HRETT GRATSTT T A9EH wU A YR IR § b Areel AT SITal A7 IR 3A W< AIRMT &1 A%l &l
TE AT 3R TN D1 ARAT B Dl YR a1 T8 T8 AT 26 H 44 UgT T |

4. o1, VY 9 U IPIEAD Iepeedl & AI—ATY AUl YR IUARTIN & foly by JREPR AR
RINATY BTRTA @1 € | S99 A {8 U] TR & foTy IrgHs el &R REBR (1971), IRT fasafdermera & wqof
g (1972) 3R AR <ol # ULTaR Uferor & fofv Hievels IR IR H1SI WRBR A HaAlfrd 8 | =i
1991 H TTHT H TRV R A 93P H FAR QT BT U fham, 1998 H HRe0T & oy I REBR
SIdT, 2016 W WRA o9 fafdudr QReR (JUASI!, @, JAieaRvl iR STearg aRkadd #3Terd 3R R
TSI Siq fAfqerdT wrferesor gRT <emfia) Sirar | 2020 | $f A1.UH {8 #HIRTA Aghergd diaHe 3rars
ST | S8 T agp Rifehear fasi Srrad A Bl W Y areidhd fahar AT R |
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