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DR. SHAIBAL GUPTA (POSTHUMOUS)

Dr. Shaibal Gupta, was the founder of Asian Development Research Institute,
a leading social science research institute based in Patna.This institution has
achieved a reputation as an outstanding centre for social science research.

2. Born on 21% June, 1953, Dr. Gupta was born to enlightened Bengali family in
Bihar. The core area of his interest was to understand the reasons for under
development of Bihar. He worked relentlessly for the last four decades towards the
development of his home state and nurturing a research culture in very adverse
circumstances.

3. Dr Gupta established his reputation as a scholar and remained a leading
expert on Bihar with numerous publications in academic journals, research reports
and newspapers. He had written extensively on issues related to development,
social justice, cosmopolitism and knowledge society. He had a deep knowledge
about the political dynamics of Bihar and it is difficult to identify anyone who was as
informed about Bihar politics.

4. Dr. Gupta followed an interdisciplinary approach using his understanding of
Economics, History, Sociology, Anthropology and Politics. He was one of the first
people to realize that in order to develop, creation of a knowledge society driven by a
centre of advanced research was absolutely essential for Bihar. Over the years, he
not only managed to achieve this, he was also able to establish a close working
relationship with many international organizations. He facilitated involvement of
several international bodies (European Science Foundation, Prince Claus Fund for
Culture and Development of the Netherlands, the London School of Economics and
the Institute of Developing Economies, Tokyo, University of Oxford, International
Growth Centre) for collaborative development studies in Bihar.

S. Dr. Gupta had also been involved in development advocacy for Bihar. He
played a key role in ensuring the publication of the annual economic survey of
Bihar. Additionally, he actively promoted the submission of an 'all party' and
professional organizations memorandum to Union Finance Commissions to foster
sub-national identity in Bihar. He had worked as a literacy activist in Bihar and
Jharkhand for several decades.

6. Dr. Gupta passed away on 28" January, 2021.
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