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SHRI VICTOR BANERJEE

Shri Victor Banerjee is a renowned actor who has worked in several award-winning Indian
and International films of repute and also worked extensively on Stage in Calcutta and Bombay
in theatre ranging from Musicals to Shakespeare, Opera to Folk theatre. He is the only actor to
have worked with two of the greatest filmmakers of all time, Sir David Lean and Shri Satyajit Ray.
Sir David Lean's “A Passage to India" won 3 Oscars, and earned Shri Banerjee a British Academy
Award nomination. The BBC and Canadian Television picked him as one of six celebrities like
Placido Domingo, Kiri Te Kanawa and Jackie Stewart and others in a series called “Return
Journey” to document the lives of successful international artistes who preferred living in their
Home Countries. Though outwardly a liberal world citizen, he remains at heart a conservative
orthodox Bengali and Indian Bharatvarshi.

D Born on 15" October 1946 in Calcutta, Shri Banerjee's father was an Army Officer in
the Mahar Regiment who later went on to become a tea planter in Assam, where he spent his
entire childhood. Till the age of 52 he was playing in the Calcutta Football and Hockey
Leagues. He also looked after and ran (still does) the residential “Moran Blind School”
established 50 years ago, near Dibrugarh, in Upper Assam: rated one of the best run
establishments of its kind in India. He personally founded the first “Cine Co-Artiste's Union”
for Film Extras, in the West Bengal Film Industry.

3 Shri Banerjee is the Brand Ambassador of the Srimanta Sankardev Society of Assam,
the Goodwill Ambassador of the Dimasa tribe of the North Cachar hill tracts, the Brand
Ambassador for the Uttarakhand Bird watchers Association, and a Board Member of PFA
People for Animals).

4. Shri Banerjee and his films have been the recipient of several International Awards,
including the prestigious National Board of Review of America that very few non Americans
and no Asian actor has ever received. He is the only Asian Actor who has played a lead role (as
Jesus Christ) in British Theatre in England. His film Dev Bhoomi shot in Garhwal, directed by
Goran Paskaljevic, won the best film award at the Bari Film Festival in Italy. Pavan Kaul's film
“The Answer” in which he played Paramhansa Yogananda won 17 major international
awards, while his role as Rabindranath Tagore in Pablo Cesar's Argentinian film “Thinking of
Him” featured as the closing film at the International Film Festival in Goa. His documentary
on the Indian Railways won the Gold Award at the Houston International Film Festival in a
field of 3100 entries from 27 countries. He has also received the National Award in India in
three different categories, as an Actor, Cinematographer and Director. In 2020 he was the
recipient of the “Satyajit Ray Memorial Award for Lifetime Achievement”, presented by the
West Bengal Film Journalists' Association.
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