Padma Shri

SHRI ARJUN SINGH DHURWEY

Shri Arjun Singh Dhurwey is a folk dancer and a retired teacher from the
Dindori district of Madhya Pradesh. He is famous for popularising Baiga folk songs
and dance. Baiga Pardhauni dance is the main dance of the Baiga tribe. In this form
of dance, the performers wear the masks of peacocks, elephants, horses, etc.

2. Born on 12" August, 1953, Shri Dhurwey has secured B.Ed degree in
Education and MA degree in Sociology. He was the first post graduate degree holder
from the Baiga tribe. He started his work as an assistant teacher on 19" November,
1976. He was promoted to higher grade teacher in 1994 and to the post of head
teacher in 2008 and retired from the service in 2015.

3. Shri Dhurwey and his team have given many performances of the Baiga dance
within and outside Madhya Pradesh. In the year 2005, in the Republic Day Parade
at India Gate, New Delhi, he and his team performed Baiga Pardhauni dance in
Mangoli tableau. He also presented the programs at the residences of the then
President Sh. APJ Abdul Kalam and Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh. He
performed Baiga Pardhoni, dance at various places such as: on 26" Januarary,
2006, at India Gate with 200 students by South Central Zone Cultural Center
Nagpur; in 2009 at International Jan Jaati Film Festival; in 2009 at Allahabad Haat;
at Vetava Mahotsavin 2011; atIndira Gandhi Rastriya Manav Sanghralayain 2017
etc. He was nominated as a member of core committee of Tribal Union from 2010 to
2013. Since September 1992 to till date, the work of recording songs like Karma,
Dadaria, Faag, Jas, Reena, Wilma, Birha etc. is being done by him at Akash Vani
Kendra Jabalpur.

4. For his distinguished service as a "Baiga Tribal Dancer and Singer,
performing the dying art form for over four decades, Shri Dhurway was conferred
with Tulsi Samman by Madhya Pradesh Government.
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