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DR. SHYAMAMANI DEVI

Dr. Shyamamani Devi is a living legend with a towering personality in "Odishi", a
classical music genre in India. She is the most popular and decorated AIR (All India Radio)
artist with a "Top Grade" credit. She is popular on all the Odia TV channels, including DD
Bharati.

2. Born on 21% December, 1938 to the late Nishamani, and Rajendra Patnaik, at Cuttack,
Odisha, Dr. Shyamamani is a graduate (Sangeet Visharad) in "Odishi" Vocal from Sangeet
Natak Academy, Odisha, under the guidance of the late Guru Singhari Shyamsundar Kar and
Sangeet Sudhakar Balkrishna Dash. She is also a postgraduate (Sangeet Alankar) in
Hindustani Vocal from Gandharba Mahavidyalay, Pune, under Prof. B. R. Navarang. She
started her career as a child artist of AIR (All India Radio) at 12 years old, gaining prominence
at Cuttack, Kolkata, and Mumbai AIR stations. She also earned a reputation as a famous
playback singer for Odia and Bengali films during the 1960s and 1970s.

3. Dr. Shyamamani left the glamorous career in her prime age as a playback singer and
dedicated her life to particular reference to the traditional music forms that remained
confined to a few areas and were in a state of extinction. The traditional music "Odishi"
immensely impressed her. She initially concentrated on "Champu", "Chhanda",
"Chautisa", "Bhajana", "Janana", and 'Gita Govinda", etc., which are considered to be the
various aspects of "Odishi". With extensive studies and efforts, audio cassettes for these
music forms were released for the first time with her composition and brought to the
knowledge of the common masses for their revival and popularization further through AIR
and live performances in every nook and corner of the state.

4. Through over 4000 songs, Dr. Shyamamani has enthralled audiences spanning more
than seven and a half decades of a music career in classical "Odishi," allied music forms of
Odishi, devotional songs, Adhunik and Sugam Sangeet, folk songs, and Palli Geeti. She also
has pieces in different languages, like Ghazals in Hindi and Marathi, Ravindra Sangeet in
Bengali, Gorba in Gujrati, and a dozen film songs in Odia and Bengali. She has also made
major contributions to the systematic development of Odishi music and the codification of its
grammer.

5. In recognition of her contribution to "Odishi" music, Dr. Shyamamani has been
conferred an honorary doctorate (Ph.D.) by the Utkal University of Culture, Bhubaneswar.
The Odisha government has also granted the highest award, "Upendra Bhanjo Sanman."
About 200 awards, felicitations, and over 12 titles, such as "Nightingale of Odisha," "Kokilo
Konthhi," "Suro-Torangini,""Geeta Priya," etc., are already to her credit from various
government, public, and private institutions in Odisha and other states, and overseas. The
Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the Government of India, has also released a
documentary film on her life and achievements, besides several articles.
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Sf. T 3

ST, 7T ) YR B TR G el NS’ B T 78T PR AR Sidd IR & | 9
anarerarelt (3ffer Sfeam XA @l Hatea U8 URG AR AlB g dr ufiafied HradR € | 9 Siel AR
afed T snfear S o el IR e € |

2 21 f&HeR, 1938 I fawa FRIMMT 3iR I[ols USRS & BR BT, AMSAT H ST, ST TATHHIOT
<91 7 T T REn sHgEr aR SR AT GUre] aTdd™l T & A1 H i Aed AHTeH],
NfSem | Iifee” T # Hiae (Wd faeRe) fear| S=F W IR, FakT & Arf-eg | g
HeEIfqenery, ol 9 fEgwaml T § SaeR (T iddr) ff fhar 21 S=iF 12 91a &1 99 H
ATHIRETUN & ATl HeATDR b WU H IUAT BRI Y6 [HAT AR DHEh, DIABI 3R Jag TATGIHR T H
T AT BT | SBI a9 1960 AR 1970 & b D QR I(SIT AR T fheH] & oy v ufig ursd
TTRIT & Y H Y AT 37T bl |

3. ST, ST 7 UH grsd MRS & ©9 H 379 TRA T TR $9 7ol HRIR BT AT faar iR
3T Sia I YRURS HHTT I FAUT B (3T, ST 9 &3l aab & AT o iR AW 8 &I TR WR
o | URYRS FHT "SI ¥y gw1fad foharm | S=iF g% 4 "aifse” & Al ugqali "4,
1€ 9P T & 1T 39 G wUl B 3MfSAT DT T8l IR SIRI DI T3 3R 372 SMHIAT0N T 1
P B JBS AR DI H Hollg YSeH & Aegd I 37 ST b TGl AT | §9 YHR g7l JTOGR fhdT
T 3R 372 ABUT 99 & {oTT STH ST & FHeT AT 77 |

4. I WEMER A ARy NS, e & Hag Wit wul, wikh Wi, smefid 3R g |,
e fiat 3fR et Tt # 4000 ¥ 21fdres Al & ARTH | 1A WG WA SH | Al 31fF Fihd FRIR &
SR il ®f #orpee far | =24 fafieT wrorelt # +ff 7 2, S ) &R wR1dY # wTordt, d¥ment 3 <dig
HINE, ORI A TRET 3R IFGAT 3R el F e goid fhedl a1 MY & | S ifsel |ifd &
FaRerd fad¥ IR IS ATHRIT & A2dThRoT H AT I AT T |

5. "ANSIN” T & S TYEHOT & AT Dl AT o §U Soobel AWpla [Gafdernerd, a-=ar
ERT 32 A< Sfgeve (Tuas!) & FHId fhar 13 7 | SN TR 1 S8 |ared [REBR "IUg HiSl]
HRIFT ¥ T 200 QRIBR, FH, 3R 12 W 3ffde Rada o “3iifeem difder,” “sifbar diefl,”
RI—ARAE, i B snfe ¥ ygel & IR fBar ST gl © | Wi 3R R JA1ed, WIRd
ARBR -1 Ps Il B AT IAD Si1d 3R IUATSAT IR Ueh eIrera fthed SIRT A1 1 & |
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