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SMT. BASANTI DEVI

Smt. Basanti Devi is social worker. She is widely known for her efforts for
women empowerment and environment conservation in the Kumaon region of
Uttrakhand.

2. Born on 30" November 1958 at village Digra of Kanalichhina Tehsil of District
Pithoragarh in Uttrakhand Smt. Basanti after passing the Intermediate
examination, left her native village and joined Kasturba Mahila Utthan Mandal,
Laxmi Ashram Kausani, Almora for social reforms. She has contributed in the
various fileds of Social Reforms viz. forest conservation, women empowerment etc.
She formed women's groups to remove social evils prevailing the society. She started
a campaign to save the forest through women's groups and also started public
awareness to stop domestic violence and atrocities against women.

3. Smt. Basanti formed a group of women from 200 villages in the entire valley
from Kausani to Lod to work together to save the river Kosi and struggle against
other social evils. She launched the campaign for women's participation in village
Panchayats in the year 2008. She also started a campaign for the emancipation of
women facing domestic violence and harassment of men. In 2014, she helped 150
women from 51 villages become self-reliant. She became widow at age of 12. Being
victim of child marriage, she made efforts to create awareness against child
marriage.

4, Smt. Basanti has been honoured with Nari Shakti Puraskar; Devi Award and
Femina Women Jury Award for her selfless distinguished social work.
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