Padma Shri

SHRI MALJIBHAI DEVJIBHAI DESAI

Shri Maljibhai Devjibhai Desai is the Chairman of Gandhi Ashram Zilia, a charitable
trust under whose leadership 11 educational institutions work for the wellbeing, upliftment
of socially downtrodden families in the whole of Northern Gujarat. He has till date established
more than 30 education institutes in the State of Gujarat. He is also actively involved in
propagating Khadi and is acting as a Chariman of Khadi Gramodhyog Mandal, Sabarmati
Ashram, Gujarat whose founder President was Hon'ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

2. Born on 1% January, 1938 in a Gopalak family in Lanva Village of Patan District in
Northern Gujar, Shri Desai was able to study only up to Inter Arts, but has tirelessly worked
for providing education to the boys and girls of Patan District and of the surrounding area.
During his entire public life he has either worked in various capacities in many Institutes
which are actively involved in Social Services in various parts of Gujarat. He served as an
active Sevadal Leader in North Gujarat in his youth days. Ahead he also served as a President
of Gujarat Nai Talim Sangh, the one established to facilitate the Gandhi Bapu's model for
education.

3. Shri Desai is a hardcore follower of Gandhian Principles. In the days of his youth, when he
was appointed to work as a Rector of Harijan Hostel at Mansa, his family and society strongly
objected but he remained unmoved and refused to come back. Since then he has never been
away from such dedication till date. In 1964, he established Gandhi Ashram Zilia under
Sarvodaya Yojna of Government of Gujarat. The main activities include providing primary, and
higher education to the boys and girls of backward sections of the societies and their well-being.
He served as a Director of Asia one of the largest Dairy i.e. Dudhsagar Dairy for about 22 years
with Late Mansinhbhai and Motibhai Chaudhary from the right earlier days. His work also
extends their wings in the relief work during drought, devasting flood of Surat, Machchhu Dam
Disaster, Kutch's destructive earthquake in the year 2001 and many more. Looking at his
various services, the people of the area has elected him to serve as their Public Servant
encompassing Panchayat Raj to Gujarat State Assembly.

4. Considering his unprecedented and exemplary work in the field of Social Services, Shri
Desai has also been appreciated and recognized with many awards and appreciation from
time to time. He received Darshak Award (Education) from Shri Manubhai Pancholi Darshak
Foundation Lokbharti Sanosara in 2009. Indian Council for Social Welfare, Ahmedabad
recognized him for "Glory of Gujarat Award" in 2013. He was also honored by Governor of
Gujarat and Aapnu Mandal (Sevadal Parivar) in 2014 and also by Khadi Gramodhyog Sangh-
Samvay-Rajkot on 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhiji for his constructive work
for the society in the year 2018.
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s ATISHTS QdSiHTe <9Ts

T ATSSIHTS SaoiIATg odTs T T8/ RIfer, Ta efel $¥e & 3fede & foTde wged | 11 fRreqor
AR IR TR I[ORI H AT w0 ¥ fI5s gy aRaRT &) welTs, S & foly wrf axd € | S2i7 o
T T[OIRTC TS ¥ 30 H 3feIeh e ALRIHI T WU AT 2 | 9 Wl & JaR 3 Al Afhy wu A eid ©
AT I WIS ATAIRINT HS e, HTERAN MMM, TolRId & 3fedel & w4 H HRI IR 2 8, foIa FRema srege
A ARER Teet94Ts ged o |

2 1 STE, 1938 DI SN I[OR H YT {STel & <ial 719 | Tab aTeld URar H ST, 41 GH18 dac]
SR 31 Td Bl Ug Uy 9, Sifchd S=iv gTed foTel 3R MU @ &5 # oS di iR eTsfdhal &I e uem
B B oTY 3D YA BT 2 | 37U qR AT Sila & QIR o1 by ALl H A= ual uR B
e 2, S o Jorra & fafie= fel & Aot amsil & ga™ & @ forg afha w0 4 & v @ 2 |
IR U gaT Al H IR YoRId H Uh Alcha FaTael =idl & ©U § BRI BT | 1T I=ai+ et g el
919 HiSe DI GIALTSTAD I b g WU ORI 75 AT e & 3edel & WU H 61 B fhar 17 o7 |
3. 1 ST EaTel RAgidl @ s IFARN © | AUAl AR & QA1 H, T9 % A1 H BRSO
BT & IR & WU H B BRI & (o1¢ FIg<h (a1 17 o1, 1 S IRAR R FATS - SHD] Bl
faRTer fopam ifehet & QIfST R 3TR a9 M A SHHR PR (AT | T A DR 37 b d 5 IR FHYIT
BRI B B | a9 1964 H, I ORI ARBR B FaATGd AT & dad el AT RTT Bl AT B |
ST g ARl § T9rel & fUws @il & ofed 3R Tsfhdl Bl urrfid iR Sea e e oA iR
SD! HeATs HIAT WM B | I7814 YOAR &1 § T 22 N1 T TH1I AFRTSHTS MR AITS AR
& A1 YRR B FaE TSI AT QUATR SW & (F8ed & U 4 S [Har| g@, qRd B
ORI R 91e, 7298, T8 3MMUGT, 99 2001 H HT6 & [IARIGRI YHU & IR JIed B IR By 3 Bl
qh ITeb &1 BT AR AT | I77ab] fAR=T ATl Bl @ §Y, &F B AN+ So JoRId 1Y fAer=a+r H
G RToT Aied U e Hadh & w0 § Ha P & [y I 7 |

4. HATS AT & &3 H I9d JYd AR AHRUI BRI BT G 8Y 311 SIS DI AHI—FHI IR Py
qREBRI AT AT 3R FRTST TAT | I72 a¥ 2009 H 211 AFHTS Tl T BISSYA, ATBGHRI! AR
§RT T2 YREBR (R1em) & AR fohar 13T | AIReI ™ H1ST dHedTor URYe, TEHGTETE o S ay 2013 H
TARY S ORI Jfare” | TR fhar | I a¥ 2014 # ToR1d & To90Td 3R MM Fed (Fared
gRAR) FIRT AT TG fam T o TIT 12T 81 7RI Tiefiol @t 1504 STich U= ay 2018 H AT & forw
IS TATHD BT & [T Wil ATHENT FY FHII—ITSTDIC JREBR gIRT T fbarm 71 |
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