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MS. SHAKUNTALA CHOUDHARY (POSTHUMOUS)

Ms. Shakuntala Choudhary was a Gandhian leader and renowned social worker
in Assam. Her life was devoted to selfless service, truth, simplicity and non-violence at
Sarania Ashram, Guwahati where Mahatma Gandhi had stayed in 1946. She joined
Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Trust, Assam Branch on 19" October, 1947 and
continued for the rest of her life.

)8 Born on 25" June 1920 at Panbazar, Guwahati to late Shri Harinath Pathak
Choudhury and late Smt. Bidyadhari Choudhury, Ms. Shankuntala completed her
higher education from Handique Girls College achieving 1" division. She was inspired
by her parents to carry out social works at a young age. She worked as a Teacher in
Tarini Charan Choudhury Higher Secondary School, Guwahati during 1945-1946.
Later, she met Amal Prova Das, an ardent follower of Gandhiji and Acharya Vinoba
Bhave and joined Assam Branch of Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Trust
(KGNMT) in 1947.

3. Ms. Shakuntala participated in Seva Gram Naitalim under the guidance of Asha
Devi Arjya Nayakam in 1959. She was extremely devoted to her duties, honest and
sincere and was appointed Secretary, KGNMT, Assam Branch in the year 1955, which
she continued for 20 years. She led Bhoodan Movement ( Padayatra) which commenced
from 18" April 1951 and reached boundary of Assam. She conducted Stri Shakti
Jagaran among women. Vinobaji entrusted regular printing of "Asomiya Viswanagari"
to her with intention to develop spiritual observation, equality of intelligence and
Aninnda Brata. The publication of Viswanagari was her source of inspiration and life
strength. She established "Kasturba Juba Matri Samaj" to involve the students and
youths and took active role to inspire the Matri Samaj to know about Mother & child
welfare, removal of illiteracy and promote self-reliance.

4. Ms. Shakuntala received numerous awards for her selfless service including
Sati Joymati Award; Joyendra Saraswati Samaj Ratna Award; Jamnalal Bazaz Award,;
Gopinath Bordolai Award by Government of Assam; Kanak Lata Award; Suchibrata Ray
Choudhary Award and Senior Citizen Award (National award by the Government of
India.

5. Ms. Shakuntala passed away on 22" February, 2022.
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