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SHRI NEERAJ CHOPRA

Shri Neeraj Chopra is an Indian Track & Field athlete who competes in the
Javelin throw event. He is the first Track & Field athlete to win a Gold medal for India at
the Olympic Games. He is the reigning Commonwealth Games and Asian Games
Javelin Champion and also the first Indian to win Gold at the Athletics Junior World
Championships and set a Junior World Record in athletics.

2. Born on 24" December, 1997 in the Panipat district of Haryana to Shri Satish
Kumar and Smt. Saroj Devi, Shri Chopra has been a trailblazer in Indian athletics with
several achievements in his illustrious career. His love for the sport of javelin started
when as a 13-year old, he saw some seniors practising in a nearby stadium and started
training with them. Having developed an interest in the sport, he dedicated all his
efforts to becoming a better thrower, moving first to Panchkula and then getting
inducted into the National Camp in Patiala.

B. Shri Chopra burst into national conscience with a remarkable world record
throw of 86.48m at the Junior World Championships in Bydgoszcz, Poland and has
since gone on a record breaking spree, bettering his own national record on multiple
occasions and routinely ranking among the top javelin throwers globally. He overcame
a career threatening elbow injury in 2019 to create history at his Olympic Games debut
in Tokyo on August 7, 2021 by winning India's first ever Athletics Olympic Gold medal,
and contributing to Team India's best ever Olympic Games performance.

4. Shri Chopra is the current National Record holder in the Javelin throw event
with a Personal Best of 88.07m, which he achieved at the 2021 Indian Grand Prix in
Patiala. In 2018, he became only the second Indian Track & Field athlete after the
legendary Milkha Singh to win back-to-back Gold medals at the Commonwealth and
Asian Games. He was the Indian contingent's flag bearer at the opening ceremony of the
2018 Asian Games in Jakarta. He has also won Gold at the 2017 Asian Championships
and the 2016 South Asian Games.

5, Shri Chopra is a Junior Commissioned officer in the Indian Army and has been
awarded the Param Vishisht Seva Medal in 2022 and the Vishisht Seva Medal in 2020.
He has also been honoured with the Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna, the Rajiv Gandhi
Khel Ratna Award in 2021 and the Arjuna Award in 2018 for his excellence in the field of
sports.
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