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SMT. SULOCHANA CHAVAN

Smt. Sulochana Kadam, known as Sulochana Chavan is an Indian singer,
known for her "Lavanis" in Marathi. She started her professional singing career at
the age of 10 years. She has done playback singing for around 250 songs in 70 Hindi
movies and over 5000 songs in Marathi films, albums, HMV and cassettes
throughout her career. She was credited as K. Sulochana after her maiden surname
Kadam then.

2. Born on 13" March, 1933, Smt. Chavan completed her education upto 4"
Standard, but showed remarkable interest in theatre and music by the age of 7. As a
child, she played the role of 'Shri Krishna" in a local play and "Majnu" in Urdu play.
At the age of 10, she started singing professionally. In 1955, she sang her first
"Lavani” in the Marathi movie "Kalagi Tura" directed by Shree Shyamrao Chavan
who gave her valuable lessons on her basics of pronunciations and stress on words
which further enhanced her Lavani singing. She became famous with her Lavani
"Mala Ho Mhantyat Lavangi Mirchi" where the music was composed by Vasant
Pawar and lyrics penned by Jagdish Khebudkar. Thereafter, she went on to sing
many 'Lavanis" through Marathi and Hindi films as well as doing stage
performances.

e Since 1960, Smt. Chavan has been conducting stage performances for
donations to various schools, colleges, libraries, orphanages and hospitals in
Vidarbha, Khandesh and Marathwada areas of Maharashtra. She raised a donation
of Rs. 9 Iakhs for necessary equipments in the Kuldham Hospital of Dr. Bhusari.
She also conducted stage performances for the aggrieved people of flood affected
parts around the Pune Panshet dam. She has done commendable contribution for
social cause. She also performed for the Indian soldiers in Nagaland in 1969.

4. Smt. Chavan is the recipient of numerous awards and honours including the
title "Lavani Samradhni" (Queen of Lavani) in 1965 for her singing to the art genre;
the Lokshahir Patthe Bapurao Puraskar in 2007 by Pune Municipal Corporation;
Ram Kadam Puraskar in 2009; Lata Mangeshkar Award in 2010 by Government of
Maharashtra and Lavani Kalavant Puraskaar in 2011. She also received Sangeet
Natak Akademi Award in 2012.
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