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ACHARYA SHRI CHANDANAJI

Acharya Shri Chandanaji is a vibrant and energetic 85-year-old Jain Sadhvi, who has
touched millions of lives worldwide. As the founder and spiritual head of Veerayatan, she
leads this international charitable organisation which was established over 50 years ago in
the state of Bihar, India. Her mission is to transform lives through Seva (selfless service),
Shiksha (education) and Sadhana (spirituality). She was given the prestigious title of Acharya
in 1987, the first ever Jain Sadhvi to be bestowed this position in the Jain ascetic community
since the time of Bhagwan Mahavir.

2. Born on 26" January 1937, Acharya Chandanaji’s spiritual journey began when she
renounced at the age of 14. After renunciation, she committed herself to a 12-year vow of
silence. During this period, she extensively studied Jain, Buddhist and Vedic scriptures and
obtained many degrees including Darshanacharya from Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan and the title
of Shastriin the subjects of Navya-Nyaya and Vyakaran from Banaras Hindu University.

3. Acharya Chandanaji paramount aim is to provide education as she feels that this is the
only way to break the cycle of generational poverty. With the proclamation “Where there is a
temple, there must be a school”, she aims to create good quality schools at every pilgrimage
site. In the last twenty years, she has established state of the art educational centres in Bihar,
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Nepal and many other places. With her goal to educate and empower
young people, many higher education institutions have also been established in rural India.
Till date over 200,000 children and youth have benefitted through these educational
programs. Healthcare initiatives such as eye hospitals in Bihar and Palitana provide excellent
medical services to the local population with 3.5 million people treated and 350,000 eye
surgeries undertaken. Her deep compassion has led to the initiation of numerous emergency
relief programs in the aftermath of natural calamities such as the Kutch and Nepal
earthquakes, floods, tsunami and, most recently, the Covid-19 pandemic.

4. A multidimensional personality, Acharya Chandanajiis admired as a deep thinker and
writer on Jain philosophy. She is also a talented artist who has created a beautiful museum in
Rajgir, Bihar. She has inspired and spiritually guided thousands of people not just in India
but also internationally through establishment of various spiritual centres and regular
travels.

5. Acharya Chandanaji has been bestowed many honours and accolades over the years
for her outstanding contribution to humanity. These include the Mahavir Foundation award;
Shri Devi Ahilya National Award; The JAINA Presidential Award; and the Saint of Modern
India and Suryadatta National Lifetime Achievement Award. She also received two accolades
from the State of New York.
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85 IuIT AT &7 Fe=AToN Wihd IR Hotiar oI dredl 2, e g ar ¥R ardl drTi & Siae &l
3T BT € | d dRIIC Bl HRTUeh AR ATeATcAe Jqe &, fo7 S=81+ 50 ATeT Ugel WRd & [d8R 15y H
IO 3T T o7 | I7ehT fer A, fR1er SR ATe1 & A ¥ Sila Bl gaell & | S 1987 ¥ AT B
wfftea Sufey <1 77, 9% wTae HeTdR & F99 & SI9 quRd] HETT H I8 Ug YT drell Ugell oI Ted] € |

2. 26 STFTARI, 1937 DI ST JATAR] TaATSH DI JEATAD ATAT DI YT 14 TY DI MY H AT TS0T
DR B A1 B IR I/ 12 T BT A4 o (o1 | 59 AT & SR, IBI o, dig AR e AT BT g8 g
e BT 3R YRR 4= wat o e 3R 99RY f2g fasafdenery & Fe—=am 3iR aravor & fawai
H AT B ST T b |

3. 3T TGSl BT FAMR I FRIET U HRAT & FIfh S5 oIl & b Ulel &R ISl IRIE! & ash
DI el BT eI YHHATH ISP © | "STel |1 HiaR &, 981 U el ¥l B4 A1M8Y” Bl BIY0T & 12, ITdh] el
T 1ol TIel UR 3eS! TG dlel ¥hel 91T & | fUsel 914 auf H, I8l [98R, ORI, ISR, UTe 3R
P 3 I UR TG AMeTeh Dbl DI RATYT Bl 2 | JaTsil Pl [Rferd AR Hem T & I e & 1,
Y07 YR H B Sl (R1eT Her A1 wifid ey T & | S5 YAl A 379 Teb, 200,000 ¥ 37EH g2 7R el
=+ Sifere HTRIHH A AT 81 gab © | f[I8R iR uferd™r # 73 sreadrel Sl wRey Giaerd oIy afara)
DI I AT FaTy TaT HRa! 7, OTH 35 TRT AT BT Selfol {1 3T 8 3R 350,000 S BT Foi !
TS B | S8 T8 HOUT H He0 3R AUTA & YU, g, A ST Wi Muersil & d1e iR, & & #,
PIfdS —19 ASTAR] B SR b JTUTTBTA NTed BRIHH FaTferd fhu g |

4. T SgRATATH A fched, AT TSl Pl SiF G2 TR Yeb T8+ [qaRe 31R oIeh HIHT Sl & | g8 U
gferTeITell FHermar A € e fIgR & IR # Te Gax AU=Tad 99141 & | S9a! fafi= smeanfers dai &
AT 3R FFrRIfid Ar=stl & J1es | |7 ddel MR H dfod SO TR TR 9TRT @l bl IR fhar § 8k
I AT A AFTEei fHar 2 |

5. TR TGSl Bl AT & [y I Icpte ANTE & oY By FHIHI 3R URATI= & FHATd
fopar ar 2 | 379 #ETdR BISSYT YREBR; 31 qdl Jfeedl I REBR; S USRI JRIBR; YD
TRT & A 3R G IR ATSHETSH STAITHE JRIBR M & | 72 =T I3 A 1 & T et 2|
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