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SHRI KHANDU WANGCHUK BHUTIA

Shri Khandu Wangchuk Bhutia is a master craftsman specialized in the art of Thangka
Painting (Tibetan scroll painting). He is widely known and respected as a teacher and an
artist of the craft. His contributions have been influential in the preservation of the art in the
Himalayan regions.

2- Born on 13" May, 1959, in a hamlet village of Sakyong, West Sikkim, Shri Wangchuk
developed an interest to the arts at the early age, inspired by his father, H.E Dunzin
Rimpoche. He was eventually taken under the care of his teachers, late Shri Phuntsok
Sangpo and late Shri Zapa Acho, who were well known artists of their time. He started
training in the ancient art at the age of 15 and in the coming years evolved into an artist of his
own right, developing a unique style and became proficient in the Thangka Arts.

3. Shri Wangchuk, however didn't keep the knowledge confined to himself and he started
a training centre in the year 1982, where he taught students (commonly poor, spoiled
children) the art with free accommodation and fooding. Till date, he has taught around 350
students. His Thangkas are highly appreciated and recognized by well known high learned
Lamas of Buddhism. His paintings can be found in various major Dharma centres in North
America, Europe and Asia affiliated to H.H. Dudjom Rimpoche. His name also features in
some publications among outstanding personalities of India, some of which are, Reference
India, Vol. 2 Biographical notes of man and woman of Achievement of Today and Tomorrow
1993, and Indo American Whose Vol. I published by Fl Publications, Delhi, India 1994.

4. Shri Wangchuk has displayed his excellence in the arts in the form of large Buddhist
murals in monasteries in Sikkim namely, Gnadak Monastery (Namchi); Pemayangtse
Monastery (Pelling); Tashi Choling Monastery (Khechuperi); Allay Gumpa (Ravangla);
Boomtar Tamang Monastery (Namchi). Outside of Sikkim, he has painted the buddhist
murals in Tashi Choling Monastery in Hanle, Ladakh. He has worked in the Swayambu and
Boudha in Nepal, where he took students from Sikkim for experience. Other places in Nepal
includes Dudjom Gumpa, Tinchulae Gumpa, Manang gumpa. He has participated in various
great exhibitions nationally like the Surajkand Mela 2006, India International Trade Fair,
Delhi Haat, TRIFED exhibitions. He also represented India and the art in Jeddah
International Trade Fair (EPCH) 2014 and Made in North East India Il in Thailand.

5. Shri Wangchuk was conferred the National Award (handicraft) in 1981 by the then
President, Dr Neelam Sanjiva Reddy, which helped him in his path of preserving the art. He
was also conferred the title of Kala Nidhi at Surajkand Mela 2006. Besides he has been given
other recognitions like the Bharat Excellence Award in 2001.
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