Padma Shri

PANDIT (DR.) S. BALLESH BHAJANTRI

Pandit Dr. S. Ballesh Bhajantri is a Shehnai artist and Hindustani vocalist. A disciple of
world renowned Shehnai Maestro and Bharat Ratna Awardee Ustad Bismilah Khan, he carries
forward his legacy of Benares Gharanastyle today. He is also “A" Grade Artist of All India Radio
and Doordharshan.

2. Born on 1% April, 1958, Pt. Ballesh hails from a family of renowned Shehnai players M.K.
Hubli (Kittur Taluka, Belgaum District). He was accepted by Shehnai virtuoso Bharat Ratna
Awardee Ustad Bismillah Khan Saheb as his disciple, and is one of the five and only surviving
direct disciple of the Maestro. He has accompanied Ustad Bismillah Khan Saheb on several
occasions. Ustad ji had bestowed the title of “Dakshina Bharat Bismillah Khan” on Pt.Ballesh.

3. Pt. Ballesh is the most respected Shehnai artist in India with an illustrious career of 55
years, playing in concerts from the age of 11years. He has also performed in many Jugalbandi
concerts with Hindustani & Carnatic senior musicians. He has extensively travelled in India
and abroad notably Sangeet Sangam International Music Festival organized by Kendra Sangeet
Nataka Akademi New Delhi, Sabarang Utsav Benaras by India Tourism Varanasi, Festival of
India in the USA, Canada, Singapore, Malaysia and Australia, Saptak Music Festival
Ahmedabad, Shehnai Mahotsav in Bhopal Bharat Bhavan, Sawai Gandharva Bhimsen
Mahotsav (Pune), Shree Baba Harivallabh Sangeet Sammelan (Jalandhar).

4. Pt. Ballesh has been directly engaged in creating a vibrant platform for Hindustani
Music in the heartland of Tamil Nadu and carved a special versatile place for Shehnai with his
mastery of the instrument and it has found popularity in both classical and popular music. He
has played for many recordings for Leading Music Composers Of India, across 16 languages
from 1978 to 2021, He has sung and played shehnai for more than 9,000 movies background-
scores and 45,000 film songs in all languages and more than 50,000 devotional songs in all
religions and he has also sung Hindustani music Alaaps for films and has also collaborated
Shehnai with International musicians and composers in recordings.

S. Pt. Ballesh volunteers time at the Ashram, as alumni - teaching differently abled youngsters
Vocal and Instrumental music. Most of these students are from economically backward families,
who have been able to lift their families out of poverty, with the skill of music. Tansen Academy,
founded by him holds individual classes for Autistic children, Physically Challenged and Special
Needs (Blind Born Childrens) for a very negligible and nil Guru Dakshina (No Fee), teaching them
for Sangeet Seva.

6. Pt. Ballesh is highly decorated with many awards, prominent among them Viz. Ustad
Bismillah Khan Kalaratna Samman 2021; Award Kalaimamani 2020 — Tamil Nadu State
Award; Karnataka Kalashree 2019.
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UfST ST, UH. d1ele HoiA1,Udh WETs aied AR fEgl il s ¢ | 98 fa=a ufig wers
e IR YRT ¥ W A1 S¥are fIRF W= & Rreg 8, iR §9RT 'RE1 el B S0 faRvrad &
3T 93T %2 € | 98 3ifet e Mar ik e\ & "7 I FedR W1 2|

2 01 AU, 1958 BT SN, U. dTeIeT URIE eeTs dTadh UH.&. gaall ([hR a1ge!, derm™ f57er) &
IRIR & & | IS & Idle IRd ¥ I THI-d SEle f[IR¥ecs We 98d 1 S &l 94T f¥ry
WHHR fa, )R 98 S¥are & uie Rl § 3 vaar shifad sy 8 | S84 &3 srawr W Sware fafeers
W T84 & A1 TS d1e- (bl | SIS off 7 U, I1eieT Bl "< feror 9 faReeers @i & Surfey < oY |

3, Y. 9ToT9T 55 99 A IR d7e DY Ve & 3R IR & Fad FH1=d TS died 2 | 98 11 99 Bl
31Ty 3 AT BRIHH! H RREBT PR B © | SV 2] 3R BAAlcd AT & IR AHTBRI & AT By
et @) 8 | SR WRd iR facwil § @nmus wu S a3 @) 2, faRy w9 A S WHd Aed rhreH!
SRT SIS I G IR Hia IARIE s faeed!, MRA TieH, aRTRY §RT FaRTT Soid g9R,
GG I JARBI, FHrel, REMYR, FelRRT 3R ARSferr # YRA #elcqd, JfEdarde § 9<id i
FARIE, HIUTe & VR 9a- H ey "elcad, 9aTs Ted {He 7slcqd (qo1), o a1a1 gRaee™ Eifa
T (SITefeR) # S IRfa &l 2 |

4. O 9Terer 71 1978 W 2021 IF WRA & THE ANIHRI & oIy 16 wrsii # &5 ReifET o1 8, I=MH
T 9Tl F 9,000 & fOF fhedl & THUTSS—IDIR 3R 45,000 fhedl 4T 3R Y &9t & 50,000 I
a1fdres with idi & fore wmam &R wrg=Ts are fhar 2 |

5. U 9Tl 99T dTel IR 4d B & ®U § 7S H 37U a1 <d € — @it Jaril #1 e iR
arer e R 8 | 379 3 SriRreprer o1 e wu & fUoe uRaRt A €, St wiiid—arere & oo+ gRaR|
D1 AP P U FTER HpTer H Thel X8 & | ST gIRT AU T SfBTeH! H Ueh g 81 oY
3IR T % AN (15 Yob o) W AR, f[AdmaiT iR Ry wu & e g=ai (T g=di) & oy
TET—3TETT HETT TSI DI ST 7, v I RIET B I T &f Sl 2 |

6. U, gTeI3 Bl By YREBRI I T fham a1 & 8 A $8 799 39 THR 8; I [ARAes

W HARTT TR 2021, HAHMION 2020 — THATTG 1T YREDTR, PHAICh HATH 2019 |
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