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SHRI AKHONE ASGAR ALI “BASHARAT”

Shri Akhone Asgar Ali ‘Basharat’ is a renowned Literary expert and Poet in
Balti Language. Balti language is spoken in Ladakh in India and widely spoken in
Gilgit Baltistan under occupation of Pakistan. He has been continuously working to
revive and popularize Balti language and culture.

2. Born on 3™ July, 1957 in a small village namely Karkitchoo in district Kargil of
Union Territory Ladakh, Shri Basharat did not receive any formal education as no
educational institution was available in his native village. His basic education was
in Arabic and Persian under the tutorship of his late father who was a teacher of
Islamic seminary in Kargil. He later joined the only Islamic Seminary in Kargil
Madrasalthna Asharia, Kargil for six years.

3. Shri Basharat initiated his endeavor to promote Balti language through All
India Radio Kargil in 1999 as a literary resource person on Balti language and
regularly presented feature programs. His contributions on Balti language to
Cultural Academy Kargil, Cultural Academy Leh, Doordarshan, Leh and
Doordarshan, Srinagar are innumerable.

4. Shri Basharat compiled three books on Balti Ode, Elegy and Glory in 2001
and later in 2002 published his first poetry collection in Balti language titled
"Guldastae Basharat" which got wide acclaimed among Balti speaking population
both in India and across the border. He also published a book on religious prose.
The second poetry collection in Balti language was published in 2011 titled "Bazme
Basharat". In 2015, he chaired the Board of Studies for compiling text books on
Balti language by Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education, Srinagar.

8. Shri Basharat is a regular writer in Urdu language for a number of weekly and
fortnightly publications. He is a farmer by profession and also as-president of Fruit
Growers Cooperative Marketing & Processing Society, Kargil contributes in
promoting apricot farmingin Kargil.
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