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GENERAL BIPIN RAWAT (POSTHUMOUS)
PVSM, VYSM, AVSM, YSM, SM, VSM

General Bipin Rawat was the first Chief of Defence Staff of India from 31" December
2020 to 08" December 2021. He was also the Secretary of newly created Department of
Military Affairs in the Ministry of Defence.

2. Born on 16™ March, 1958, General Rawat was an alumnus of St Edward's School,
Shimla and the National Defence Academy. He was commissioned on 16" December 1978 into
the Fifth Battalion of the Eleventh Gorkha Rifles of the Indian Army, the Battalion which was
commanded by his father. While graduating from the Indian Military Academy, Dehradun, he
was awarded the coveted to 'Sword of Honour'. He also had two diplomas in Management and
in Computer Science. He received the 'Doctorate of Philosophy' (Ph.D) for his research on
'Military Media Strategic Studies' from the Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut.

3. General Rawat held several important instructional and staff appointments. These
include instructional tenures at the Indian Military Academy (Dehradun) and at the Junior
Command Wing as a Senior Instructor. He was the General Staff Officer at Military Operations
Directorate, Colonel & later Deputy Military Secretary in the Military Secretary's Branch,
Major General Staff of the Eastern Theatre and was also the Vice Chief of the Army Staff. He
was the Chief of the Army Staff for a full tenure of 3 years from 31" December 2016 to 31*
December 2019.

4, General Rawat, for the distinguished service rendered and valour displayed over the
span of over 43 years of his entire service career, was conferred several Presidential Awards
which include the PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, YSM, SM and the VSM. He has also been awarded the
Chief of Army Staff Commendation on two occasions as also the Army Commander's
Commendation. While serving with the UN in Congo, he was twice awarded the Force
Commander's Commendation.

S. As the first Chief of Defence Staff, General Rawat steered the restructuring of India's
national security architecture including the setting up of Integrated Theatre Commands. He
laid emphasis to usher in greater jointness and synergy amongst the services by instituting
measures for Joint Logistics, Joint Training and Planning, ensuring commonality of
procedures and doctrines. He was also pivotal in prioritising of defence procurements with
emphasis on indigenisation and "Atmanirbharta’ as well as standardisation of inventory. The
domestic defence industry has received a major boost through the publishing of the two
positive indigenization lists.

0. Due to foresight and vision of General Rawat, capabilities of the Indian Armed Forces in
the niche domains of space, cyber and special operations got a fillip. These along with
initiatives to modernise our forces and the organisational restructuring of the Indian Army
into Integrated Battle Group has provided additional stimulus to our Armed Forces. He has
been a visionary force and was pivotal in ushering in transformative reforms towards and
inclusive growth of the Armed Forces of India.

7. General Rawat passed away on 8" December, 2021.
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