Padma Shri

MS. KAMALINI ASTHANA

Ms. Kamalini Asthana is a senior Kathak Exponent of Varanasi gharana who has served
the art field for five decades. Her tutelage under radiant guidance of the guru Jitendra Maharaj,
trend setter of temple style of kathak dancing and his Guru Padmashree Awardee Maharaj
Krishan Kumar vested her with gems of this ancient tradition. She has added her own charm and
content, over the years and filled it with craftsmanship that's unique. She has travelled round the
globe and contributed significantly to the form and as Chairperson of the Kathak Kendra,
constituent official wing of the Sangeet Natak Academy for Kathak, she brought in new directions
and dimensions.

2. Born on 11" November 1954 at Agra, Uttar Pradesh Ms. Kamalini took Kathak to new
heights set trends in choreographing mythological stories viz. Rudra Awtar, Agnishika, Vahadehi
Vanvas, Akhand Sobhgyawati, Ramki Shakti Puja, Shiv-Shakti Mahima, Kala Aur Vasna, Ardh
Nareshwar, Krishnamayee Meera Andaal, Veerangna, Yashodhra, Ganga Avtaran, Tagore,
Traditional dhrupad Composition of Bhakti Kaal Kavi. She is a privileged dancer to have
performed in all the religious cults under the cultural integration series " Jo Rab Hai Wahi Ram".
She set world record dancing at 18000 ft altitude aboard at Kailash Mansarovar in 2003. She also
performed in presence of Holiness Dalai Lama during 1000 year celebration of Tobo Monastery at
Potala Palace to strengthen Bharat Nepal Maitri. She was awarded senior fellowship by Ministry
of culture for Aesthetics in Dance.

3. As Sanskar Bharti Pracharak, Ms. Kamalini organized dance workshops at the remote
North East areas and Tribal belt where students are taught, patriotic, mythological &
contemporary themes to make them aware of indigenous values. They are encouraged, exposed
and empowered through placements as trainers to work as torch bearer of cultural heritage.

4. As Mentor, Ms. Kamalini has been grooming college Youth for the last three years under
the banner of UDAAN. She trained more than 1500 students who are now the torchbearer of 'Ek
Bharat Shrestha Bharat'. As advisory member, she enrolled more than six lakhs artists through
culture Maping. She is doing documentation for NCERT on Science of dance making educational
series on Sound, Metal & Non-Metals, Puberty/gender Equality. She worked on three projects
with Sangeet Natak Academy, Ministry of Culture on voyage of kathak, therapeutic values of
dance, relation of dance with yoga and Mudra Vigyan.

S. During lecture demonstration series in various universities of U.K. viz. Oxford,
Cambridge, London School of Economics, Leiden University, Kings Medical College, Ms.
Kamalini made an Educational Film Voyage of Kathak for I.L.LE.A Educational Authority of
London 1984, by Graham Bowers. As top graded artist, she has to her credit nearly sixty
production Indian & foreign T.V. She performed many times for raising welfare funds for Military
and Para military forces.

0. Ms. Kamalini is recipient of numerous awards and honours including Uttar Pradesh
Sangeet Natak Academy Award; Mahakal Samman; Atal Samman; Human Rights Commission
Award and Life Time Achievement Award by Indian Association USA.

14




g2 pafer=it srem

2| BAD T B AR el & gfued T3 Rids FeRIS 3R I [ UGHSH FHIT AERIS 9T HAR D
SISl HRET § IBIA 9 U URURE el &1 IRIfbdl Wdl | S el $B a9 § gEH MHY 3R
fasrraRg 1 SireT 8 3R g9 ¥ RIcUHRY &1 2Mf¥er fhar ¥ | =2 g R &1 I &) 8 3R 39 7 9eil
# Ieciasig ANTE AT 8 | §d AT AdBIaH! B AMABIRS HAH NN, HAD by DI e B wY .32l
T$ g 3R A oS € |

2 11 TAER 1954 BT AN, IR Yo H 541, G A BB Bl 5 HdIsdl IR YA | URIOE
TTAT, SLARICR, FOMAT {RT 37 STed, RITAT, AT, TT ARV, SR, ARHDHIA B Bl IRIRS gua o]
DI JIDRI H Y YA =AU BT | g8 ARDIaD Tehdl S "SIl ]9 € 98] JM" S ded Gl g1 deil iR

T YaRI B dTell Ve (AR TN € | Si+ 2003 H DTl HIFRRIER 3 18000 WIT B $HaTg UR I R+
F1 fasg RIS a1 | I IRA—-TUT 731 BT AL B & folg UreTell Yol # €161 76 & 1000 ATl IR B
D JTAR TR AT AR H IRAYSH Sells ATl DI SURRT 7 41 T U2 b | F¥pid #3Teld §RT S
T iy & forg aRs Bl | w=fad faa T |

o ARPR AR JARS & W0 H, G BT 7 GgR SR Jd &1 3iR ATfardl ueh # I3 BRIRIersil b
3T fopam fo=H BTl @1 Waeh 9edi & IR H SIFTed &R & forg SerMfth, TR &R s fawaf &
TSI ST 2 | S URiersdl & wU # Fgad wxe ARGiie fRg @ woided & w9 § $1 e @ forg
ArcaTed, IR iR AeRh a7 1 2 |

4, N Al iRt & WU H el A9 a8l | ISSM & ddTae™ H Dictol & Jarsi Bl 9 Hell Bl FaR
RET € | IBI7 1500 W A BT DI AR 5T ST 319 "Teh AR &S WRA' & U Ya3fa & | GeedHR Ha &
HU H, I8 GBI ATIA & ATIH A BT ARG I D HATBRI DI AHI{hd [T | 98 TSR & forg eafH,
&7 SR AR—eTq, AIANTH / SieX FHFAT WR AN Sl FIR R arel I fIsmT IR Tl o) I8 8 | S=iH
BT GG ST A IRATSTATS IR BRI T |

5, Id & A= fIafdenerdl SR Sffadmrs, S, oad el it ghMiad, oied JHanicel, fhra
APt BicTel H ARAT 2GS & SR G BHTGTN -1 ATSH a4 §RT AT5.Tel.5.Uo]bel 3RS 311 Fiad
1984 B foTY BB BT Tk Af&d e AT BT AT fhaT | T Soaad Ao & FeATdR & ©F § S8+ TRAI
IR fa<=h S & forg |16 & eI a1 S {6 & | I=i4 99 &R i 9all & oy BT 1Y e &
forg &g IR Joa yeei fbar |

6. AT B DT Py YRIBR AR AR T 1Y Y 8 R4 IR Jaer G AICah APIeH! JREBK;
HEThIT FHIH; el FHI; AT JI5CH HHITM JdTe 3R 3f$T UAINIUSM JUAY 6T sh CIgH IddHe
3raTe e € |

14




Padma Shri

MS. NALINI ASTHANA

Ms. Nalini Asthana is well known as the dancing duet and partner of her elder sister Kamalini
Asthana. She has evolved her own academic style of rendition, blessed as she is with Saraswati's
abundant grace and gurus blessings. She is a seeker of knowledge and skills. Her Kathak has
educational content, fit for taking classical arts to the masses. She regales the classes too and has
made her winsome personality the hallmark of her art. Together they create a synergetic energy on
stage.

2. Born on 5" November, 1955 at Agra, Uttar Pradesh, Ms. Nalini is disciple of Guru Jitendra
Maharaj of Varanasi Gharana, the trendsetter of temple style of Kathak dancing. She took Kathak to
new heights and set trends in choreographing Mythological stories. She has privilege of performing
under the cultural integration series 'Jo Rab Hai Wahi Ram' at Mahakumbhs, Sankatmochan, Badri
KedarNath, Ramehswaram, Chidambaram, Thirupati, Virindaban, all the Shiva jyotirlingas and
Shakti Peeth and ISCKON temples around the globe. She performed at Hemkund Sahib, Devasharif and
Bareilly Sharif. She set world record dancing at 18000 ft altitude aboard at Kailash Mansarovar in 2003.
She also performed in presence of Holiness Dalai lama during 1000 year celebration of Tobo Monastery
Potala Palace, Lahasa to strengthen Bharat Nepal Maitri. She has authored books ‘spiritualism in
Dance’ ‘Relation of dance with Yoga’. This has conveyed a message ‘Nritya as medium of Moksha’.

3. As mentor, Ms. Nalini has been grooming college Youth for the last three years under the
banner of UDAAN trained more than 1500 students who are now the torchbearer of 'EK BHARAT
SHRESTHA BHARAT'. As advisory members, she enrolled more than six lakhs artists through the
project Cultural Mapping. She did five pilot projects across India. She is doing Documentation for
NCERT on Science of dance making serials on Sound, Metals And Non-Metals, Puberty And Gender
Equality. She has also worked on three Projects With Sangeet Natak Academy, Ministry Of Culture
on Voyage And Evolution Of Dance, Therapeutic values of Dance and Mudra Vigyan. She is
promoting Cultural And Indigenous values in the remotest part of Manipur, Nagaland, Tripura,
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Guwahati And Port Blair.

4. As Director, Ms. Nalini continues to teach at Sangeetka institute of Performing Arts, where
Indian - foreign scholars are trained under Guru Shishya Parampara. Series of lectures held since
1984 in Academic Institution of World are widely acclaimed, which received amazing responses in
Oxford, Cambridge, Leiden, Manchester University, London School of Economics, Kings Medical
College, Helsinki, China Indonesia, Bangkok, USA. Through relation of Dance with Yoga, physical
fitness and treatment through various Dance Mudras, remarkable progress was observed in the
behaviour of stubborn, violent and depressed students. In the past two decades, she organized free
camps in MTNL health Mela to develop concentration, will power, eye sight and Asthma through
music-dance Therapy. She helped to rehabilitate spastic and physically handicapped students to the
main stream of life for their biological and psychological treatments through Baisakhi" Institute for
Handicaps, Nagpur.

S. Ms. Nalini is recipient of numerous awards and honours including Uttar Pradesh Sangeet
Natak Academy Award; Mahakal Samman; Atal Samman; Human Rights Commission Award Peace
through Culture and Life Time Achievement award by Indian Association USA.
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