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DR. CYRUS SOLI POONAWALLA

Dr. Cyrus Soli Poonawalla, a visionary, India's vaccine Pioneer, is the Chairman of
Poonawalla Group which includes the privately-owned Serum Institute of India, India's top
biotech company and the world's largest vaccine manufacturer by number of doses produced
and sold globally.

2. Born on 11" May, 1941, Dr. Poonawalla graduated from Brihan Maharashtra College
of Commerce (BMCC) in 1963. In 1966, he embarked on his journey with a humble beginning
to establish Serum Institute of India, with a vision to make affordable vaccines which were
unavailable in India at that time.He was conferred a Ph.D. from the University of Pune in 1988
for his thesis entitled "Improved Technology in the Manufacture of Specific Anti-Toxins and
Its Socio-Economic Impact on the Society." He was also conferred "Doctor of Literature" at the
hands of His Excellency Governor of Maharashtra.

3. Today, Serum Institute is the world's largest producer of vaccines by number of doses,
producing more than 1.5 billion doses a year of life-saving vaccines, being used in over 170
countries to combat infection from Tetanus, Measles, Mumps, Rubella, Whooping Cough,
Tetanus, Tuberculosis, Influenza, Meningitis, Polio, Rotavirus, Rabies, Pneumonia among
others, thereby protecting more than 2/3rd of the infant population globally. With the latest
landmark launch of a vaccine against Covid-19, the figure will exceed 2 billion doses shortly.
Today, he is accredited with saving more than 30 million human lives across the globe.

4. For these efforts, Dr. Poonawalla has received numerous accolades and prestigious
awards, including: Honorary Degree of "Doctor of Science (Honoris Causa) by the University of
Oxford; Honorary Degree of "Doctor of Humane Letters" by the University of Massachusetts;
First-ever "Vaccine Hero" Award for commitment to Global Public Health presented by Global
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization; "Lifetime Achievement Award"; "Sabin
Humanitarian Award 2005" and the "Sabin Corporate Philanthropy Award". He is the first
Indian to receive the "Excellence in Inter-American Public Health Award" presented by The
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and Pan American Health and Education
Foundation (PAHEF) for his extraordinary contribution to eliminate Rubella and Congenital
Rubella Syndrome in South America, He was also honoured with "Padma Shri" in 2005; "Best
Vaccine Executive of the Year" presented during the World Vaccine Congress Asia event in
2011 in Singapore; "Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award 2012" under the category
of Business Transformation; "Rajat Kamal National Award" for the best
Education/Motivational/Instructional film entitled "The Triumph" in the field of leprosy;
"Gold Award" from the British Medical Association for the film "Snakebite" in 1987 at the
hands of Sir Richard Attenborough. He is considered as an icon in the thoroughbred
horseracing and breeding world. The International Federation of Horseracing Authorities
(IFHA - the world Apex Body) bestowed on him the "Lifetime Achievement Award" on Sth
October 2009 in Paris for his outstanding contribution in the field of horseracing and
breeding.
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