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SHRI RAJIV MEHRISHI

Shri Rajiv Mehrishi was the 13" Comptroller and Auditor General of India.

2. Born on 8" August, 1955, Shri Mehrishi obtained his B.A. and M.A.
degrees from St. Stephen's College, University of Delhi, where he also taught for
a short while. Later, he read at the University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, obtaining
his M.B.A. degree. He joined the IAS in 1978 and was allotted his home cadre,
Rajasthan. In Rajasthan, he held various important posts, including that of
Principal Secretary Finance and, later, of Chief Secretary, Rajasthan.

3. Shri Mehrishi was on Central deputation four times. At the Centre he was
both the Union Finance Secretary and the Union Home Secretary. He was elected
as the President of the UN Board of Auditors and the Vice Chairperson of UN
Panel of Auditors.

4. Shri Mehrishi is known for seeking and contributing to fundamental
changes in systems of governance. To cite a few examples: almost single-
handedly he wrote the rules for the then new Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act 1985, which became the model for all other states; in 1994-95 he
re-wrote the transport taxation laws in Rajasthan, which fundamentally
changed the basis of motor vehicle taxation, and which also became the basis for
similar rules in other States; in 2003, he dictated the first draft of the new
Companies Act, which ultimately became law in 2013; and in 2015, he was
instrumental in drafting India's first Bankruptcy Code, which became law in
2016; and in setting up the Monetary Policy Committee of the Reserve Bank of
India, which too was enshrined in the law in 2016.

S. Shri Mehrishi is a polymath, with wide and varying interests. He reads
widely, with a special interest in books on science and mathematics, and writes
OP-eds for newspapers on various issues of public policy. He is a keen
sportsperson, his current interests being long distance cycling, golf and cross-
country motor trips. He plays professional level bridge. He has written books for
civil service aspirants. He is also an amateur chef, specialising in pickles, which
are branded and marketed.
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