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SMT. DURGA BAI VYAM

Smt. Durga Bai Vyam is a Pardhan Gond artist hailing from Madhya Pradesh. Mentored and
trained in the art of Gond painting by the father-figure of Pardhan Gond School of art —Jangarh
Singh Shyam himself. Smt. Durga Bai has worked hard to resuscitate and regenerate the tribal art
form. Her paintings mostly drawn from the folklores and stories of her tribe and their myths.

2. Born on 1"January,1976 in a Pardhan Gond family in the village of Barbaspur, District-
Dindory (M.P.),Smt. Vyam was traditionally trained in Dhigna (geometrical patterns drawn on wall
& floor to decorate houses). After her marriage to Subhash Singh Vyam, another Gond artist of
much repute, she lived in Sunpuri village for several years.

3. Smt. Vyam along with her family moved to Bhopal (M.P.) in 1996. It was here that she started
painting Dhigna patterns on the walls of her rented house. The paintings captured the attention of
many and the humble beginnings to a splendid journey in art began for Durga Bai.The celebrated
Pardhan artist Late Jangarh Singh Shyam recognized her painting talent. Impressed by her work, he
encouraged her to paint on paper. Smt. Vyam's career started with an artist's camp organized by
Bharat Bhawan (1996) and thereafter, she worked for cultural centers in New Delhi, Dehradun,
Mumbai, Khajuraho, Chennai etc. She has also participated in many camps and craft fairs. Her
paintings were displayed in several exhibitions. In 2018, she has showcased her work in Kochi-Muziris
Biennale. She has also visited London, Dubai, Frankfurt to show case her books & paintings. In 2003,
Smt. Durga Bai debuted in digital and print illustrations through books and has since been illustrating
books for publishers across countries. Most of the mare for children. These include "One Two Three"
and "Night life of trees" Published by Tara Books, the first big book in Hindi called "Khichadi" published
by Eklavya and "Bhimayana" on the life of Ambedkar published by Navyana publishing.

4. Smt. Vyam's genius lies in her conscious endeavor to keep the tribal art alive and thriving on
modern media while keeping its soul, simplicity and essence intact. The most striking feature of her
paintings is her ability to tell a story. Vibrant colours and universal themes are the hallmarks of her
work. Durga Bai illustrated a book "Bhimayana" that raised the issues of caste discrimination
against Dalits in India. Her compelling use of traditional graphic art and her artistic skill give her
paintings a unique and powerful vision. Through her work Durgabai has taken risks: she has
transcended the boundaries of the traditional western boxed illustrations by making fluid and lively
illustrations.

S. Smt. Vyam has received several awards. The Madhya Pradesh Hastashilpa Vikas Nigam
conferred a state award on Durga Bai in 2002. She was given the Rani Durgawati National Award for
Excellence in Traditional Painting in 2009. She was felicitated by Indira Gandhi National Centre for
Arts, New Delhi for her contribution to art. Pratham Books felicitated her with the Katha Chitrakala
award in 2009. The Aditya Vikram Birla Kalakiran Award was conferred on her in 2013 by the reputed
Sangeet Kala Kendra, Mumbai. Durga Bai Vyam has won many accolades — National and
international during the course of her journey. Some of these are State Award(2002), Shri Vishnu
Chinchalkar Award (2008), Rani Durgawati National Award (2009), Sangeet Kala Kendra Award(2012),
International Festival of films on Tribal art and culture Award(2012), Indira Gandhi National Award(2013),
Devi Award(2015). Her illustrated book, 'The Night Life of Trees' won the Bologna Ragazzi Award in Italy.
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