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SMT. LALITA VAKIL

Smt. Lalita Vakil is a Chamba Rumal Embroiderer. She has been key in
reviving the craft and bringing it to the forefront. Her main objective is to preserve,
practice and impart the training of this cultural dying form and be the proud
ambassador of the Chamba Rumal Embroidery.

2. Born on 14" April, 1954, in a middle class family of the legendary and
culturally rich Chamba town of Himachal Pradesh, Smt. Vakil got involved with
this art at the age of 14. She learned the skills and techniques of Double-Sided, Do-
Rukha Embroidery known as Chamba Rumal, which would have been sadfully
come to a state of almost extinction, if had not been promoted by such eminent
artist like her.

3. Smt. Vakil has immensely contributed to keep alive an almost dying form of
art that is a pleasure to adorn. She has been working relentlessly & pricelessly to
uplift this art by developing new designs and skill. By doing so, she took the art a
step ahead to survive and thrive for the contemporary lifestyle. She created new
modern day utility pieces bringing together the perfect blend of old traditional
designs pleasingly fused with modern sensibility. She has rightfully contributed to
evolve this art form to the need of modern lifestyle. She has exhibited her work in
numerous exhibitions in and outside India to promote and preserve the art form of
intricate and breathtakingly beautiful embroidery of Chamba Rumals.

4. Smt. Vakil has inspired and helped number of women to learn this craft. She
uses her expertise to train younger generations to acquire this rare artistic skill and
therefore increase their employment opportunities. Also, she has imparted training
to over thousands of women artisans under Guru Shishya Parampara with the
support of the Government and on her own initiative. She devoted her entire life for
preservation and upliftment of the traditional art form of Chamba by keeping the
uniqueness alive.

S. Smt. Vakil has been appreciated and awarded with numerous awards and
honours including Nari Shakti Puraskar in 2018; Kala Shri Award twice in 1998 &
2002 and Kala Ratan in 2006.
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