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SHRI KAAJEE SINGH ‘VIDYAARTHEE’

Shri Kaajee Singh Vidyaarthee’ is the founder chairman of his folk institution, Samskriti
Samrakshan Samsthaan in Kalimpong.He started this institution to preserve and promote the Folk
cultural music and also the Indian Classical Music simultaneously. Shri Singh is widely known for
his role in pioneering the prime instrument Shree Maadal for the growth of Indian Gorkha
community. Shri Singh is a retired Music teacher of the renowned school Tashi Namgyal Academy,
Gangtok, Sikkim.

2. Born on 25" July, 1945, son of "Maadalaacharya" Late Shri Indrajeet Singh Sardaar and
mother Smt. Mohanphui Singh, Shri Singh belongs to the Traditional Classic form of Folk Music family,
carrying out the lineage since three generations from the Queen of Hills Darjeeling, West Bengal, India.
He had a very keen interest in Folk Culture and Music since his childhood as both his paternal and
maternal family used to practice the culture. He first started his career from dance, the traditional
'Maaruni Naach'in the year 1952. As he grew up, he discontinued 'Maaruni Naach' and started singing
'Maadaleygeet' and also developed his skill in playing 'Shree Maadal', which he learned from his father,
and carried on with the same. His father was one of the pioneers of Shree Maadal in the community.

3. Shri Singh was also serving as an established cine musician (Maadal Player) in Mumbai
working with stalwart Music Directors like Laxmikant Pyarelal, Kalyan ji Anand ji, Ram Laxman,
Shankar-Jaikishan, Ajay Swamy, for 10 years. He is the first person to create the "Notation System"
of this Instrument 'Shree Maadal' and also the Traditional Folk Song "Maadaleygeet". He managed
to put everything in format so that it would sound more musical, practical and also disciplined. In
the year 1967, he began his research in Shree Maadal and after his rigorous field work of eight years
he was successful in publishing his first book named "Maadal" in April 1974.

4. Shri Singh has written 6 books on the prime instrument 'Shree Maadal' and Indian Classical
music. He has created 8 Chhanda's. The Chhanda's do not exist in the Chhanda Shaastra of
Maharishi Panini. This is an incredible contribution to Chhanda's in the history of India till date. He
has self-composed Raagas which does not exist in the Indian Classical Music. This is an incredible
contribution to Indian Classical Music. Shri Singh has also created a 14 beat Taal in Shree Maadal.
He has created a Taal named "Deodeep" of 14 matra (beats), which never existed in the history of
Shree Maadal Taal systems. He has also created two Taals which is indeed a spectacular
composition in the field of Indian Classical Music.

S. Shri Singh received a number of awards viz felicitated by Eastern Zonal Cultural
Centre(EZCC) in the year 1995& 1997 in Kolkata, West Bengal, Tourism Department in the year
1971 by the Department of Tourism, Darjeeling, West Bengal,felicitated by Department of Culture
in the year 1976, Songs and Drama Unit, Darjeeling, West Bengal. He has also felicitated by
Pashupati Kala Mandir, New Delhi in the year 1985. Shri Singh has also felicitated by State
Pollution Board in the year 2004 by the State Pollution Board, Government of Sikkim. Felicitated by
Department of Cultural Affairs in the year 1982 by the Department of Cultural Affairs, Mumbai,
Maharashtra. Felicitated by Sikkim Sahitya Parishad in the year 1998. He has also felicitated by
Sikkim Kalakar Sangha in the year 2005 and Master Mitrasen Thapa Puraskaar in the year 2019 by
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