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PANDIT RAM DAYAL SHARMA

Pandit Ram Dayal Sharma, is a living legend of Nautanki, Swang, Bhagat,
Raasleela, and Rasiya forms. He has devoted his life to promote our traditional musical
theatre traditions and utilizing them for raising awareness about important social issues
and promoting national development. He has performed more than 5000 shows till now. He
belongs to a long lineage of musical masters and is the present guru of Samai-Khera
gharana.

2. Born on 2™ May, 1946 in village Samai Khera, Bharatpur, Rajasthan, Pandit
Sharma's childhood was spent in extreme poverty. He had to walk barefoot for 12 km, to the
nearby town to attend school. However, because of his outstanding singing abilities, he was
recognized as a prodigy and won numerous awards. At an early age, he became popular star
in his teenage and was conferred with the title of "Braj-Kokila" (the nightingale of Braj) by the
masses of Brajbhoomi in the 1960s.

3. Pandit Sharma has worked tirelessly throughout his life to get back the respect for our
magnificent musical theatre/opera forms. He has connected our traditional musical theatre
to the issues and problems of our times, He was one of the first people to start writing new
Nautankis on important issues in post-independence India. These scripts are based on
issues like girls' education, women's empowerment, dowry, environment protection, climate
change, HIV/AIDS, Covid-19, national development, and tales of unsung freedom fighters.
He spearheaded a folk media campaign launched by the Uttar Pradesh Government and
trained more than 150 performing troupes in Nautanki, Alha, Birha, Qawaali, Puppetry,
and Magic, to give messages of women's empowerment and health. More than 10,000
performances have been done in villages all over Uttar Pradesh since then. In 2007, he
worked with United Nations Agency for HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) to direct a folk media campaign
to raise awareness on the issue.

4. Pandit Sharma has provided major contribution in educating our younger generation
in our traditional musical theatre forms, by his dedicated teaching at various institutions
and universities of national importance such as the National School of Drama (NSD), Indira
Gandhi National Center for the Arts, University of Delhi, NCERT, and CCRT, and by
conducting workshopsall over India.

5. Pandit Sharma has been a recipient of numerous awards and honours. Recognizing
his immense work in the field of Nautanki, he was senior Sangeet Natak Akademi award in
2014. His musical composition "Kalpana" was chosen to represent India for the UNICEF
Award in Sofia Bulgaria in the early 1980s. He has been honored internationally by being
invited to perform and give lectures at the University of California-Berkeley, University of
Texas- Austin, California State University, Ohio University, and Counter Pulse, San
Francisco, among many others.
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ufea vweara et

GRS T I, A d!, W, W, ATl 3R IRFIT w4l & UH TS FATHR B | S_IH SR
ATHISTE el AT G & AP S IR H STl 96T H AT © | 98 o1d TP 5000 A SATET AW IR IS © |
Ig e faRTerel & o9 & Hafdd € iR TS —Wel B & adHe 9 2 |

2 2 Hg, 1946 BT I[ORAT & WRAYR & ITH FATS ST H GRST IFGIT BT ST+ 83Tl | URed MAaaATe Pl
FAUT JARH TG H 11| S THA O & oY U & R dd 12 fE AT uig g gedr o |
CIfh, ST IHE I DI B BRUIE U [deiealo Afch & Y H g T 3R S5 By JREPR T
8U | I8 fhelRTawer # SISy 81 7T 1 3R 1960 & &d H FOi¥H B! ST § I8 "Fo—dlfbal” DI U
AT fhaT |

3. UfSd IMEATA 7 AR IMEER I TSR/ SIURT SUF & FHE BT 919 I & foTT Siiae ¥R 31eTdh
T T & | S8i+ AR URURS T fIUeR I §AR 99 & Jel 3R FHAmsl A el & | 98 W@aadl &
g1 & 9RA H AsayUl Jel WR 75 AlCd! (ol arel (v ATl H | U o | g7 Bbalf~dl defhal al f2e,
AT FeIh®HRYT, TR, UITIROT HRETVT, STary URacH, Taed! / TEH, hifde—19, I faehrd, 3fiR A
AT AT BT BTN S el UR SR & | I8l SR Hael WRBR gRT Y6 (b T T Al ATSAT
ST &1 e B T Afze FuRhaRoT 3R TR & |3 o7 & oy Aiica, armest, faveT, ware,
B3GR TG, 150 W AfIh Faeie Fefordl bl UiReTor yar T | 99 9 31d T IX IR Yol & idl o
10,000 ¥ 31f&re Ueeid fhy ST & 8 | 2007 ¥, ST 39 e TR SR HAT 96T & [T e dllds HITSAT THaT
B FERIT B & ol T=esdl / USH o foft HYah I Toiv! (JUATSH) & H1eJ B T |

4, Ufed IMeaTd ° I qred faemery (TAavws)), sfaxt il I derr dg, faeel fasafaemery,
TRIISRTREY, 3R WRNRIRS SR ST Heed & fafa=1 wver=i iR fasafdererat # ara=r wafda fRreor g e
QN ARA H HIRITARIT T AT B sAR URURS I f7ex # g9 gar uiel a1 Riferd o= § a7
ANTEH fear R |

5. G XTSI BT g YREDR R THT U §U & | Alcd! & &5 § S INTal 8q S gk FHid
e AHIEH GRIBR H TG AT | 1980 B TWD BT YB3 H SAD! I &A1 "S- bl AlfthaT
JATRAT # RIS REBR & forg wRa &1 vfafe & wu & o1 T o1 | I dfawia fsafdenea—aade,
T fasafdemaa—aiiRed, dierpiar e JFarae)sifar faxafdened,sik dreex ued, d WifRd! #
ATedhl BT U2 B 3R ARATT 7 B U M B STARIE T TR IR JHETf=d fhar Tar g |
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