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SMT. PRABHABEN SOBHAGHCHAND SHAH

Smt. Prabhaben Sobhaghchand Shah, the former President of Mahila Mandal and Lions Club, is
well-known for her efforts to encourage rural and urban women to be more open-minded through her
organization's constructive and productive activities. Her role as a founding member of the Darnaa
District Multipurpose Co-Operative Society Ltd, which was founded in 1964, is considered one of her
professional highlights, as her work continues to inspire people as a powerful creative force. She has
been an Executive Member of Daman Ziila Sahakari Bhandar Ltd for the past nine years.

D Born on 20" February, 1930, Smt. Shah was inspired by Mahatma Gandhi. When she was 15,
the Quit India movement was in its last stages, and high school students were being addressed about
renunciation. She decided to sleep on gunny and work as a Charkha spinner for 8 hours every day during
her high school years. This was the moment when the seed of a great nation was planted in her mind and-
heart. She was elected to the defence committee in 1965 and 1971, respectively, during India's Indo-
China war and Bangladesh Partition and she and her fellow women made sweaters for the soldiers on the
front lines and distributed to them.

3. Smt. Shah started running a library in 1969, with two English medium and two Gujarati medium
Bal wadis, as well as awareness camps, sewing income Group Training Class, National Integration
Camps, Seminars and Workshops for women's upliftment and literacy, as well as spreading awareness
about environmental and consumer protection programs. She also assisted Gujarat flood victims
through All India Women Council's "VASTRA BANK" in Surat. The fair- price shops that she established
as afounding member of the Daman District Multipurpose Co-Operative Society are still operational.

4. Smt. Shah who aspired to have a "MANILA BHAVAN" in Daman, raised funds for its construction
with the support of other Mahila Mandal members curing her tenure as Treasurer, and today, the facility
is all operational. in 1990, Mahila Mandal directed the estabtisnment of a canteen in the Government
Hospital in Marwad to serve patients and the needy. She established the Employment Oriented Service
Bureau for low-income women. She organized a Holiday Home Camp and a trip to Pavagah, Gujarat, for
students who couldn't afford train tickets. She mentored and inspired women from the Scheduled Caste
in Dunethavillage. As aresult on February 17, 1935, Dunetha Mahila Mandal was established. She has
urged women to participate in the National Savings Scheme to save money. Kendra's relentless efforts’
and dedication allowed for the creation of the "WOMAN ADVISORY BOARD" in Daman.

S. Smt. Shah served on the Board of Directors of the Gujarat State Social Welfare Advisory Board in
Ahmedabad from 1992 to 1994. She handed out clothes, food-packets, fruits, biscuits, and other stuff to
eligible children when government benefits were provided to the public through the Primary Health
Center Family Care Welfare system. She appeared on the radio shows "Sakshrata Abhiyan" and "Lekhen
Kaora Shibir" in November 1997. During her tenure as Dowry Prohibition Officer in 1998, she raised
public awareness through several activities, including guest talks by experts against Dowry. She served
as a president of the Lioness District and was designated to Daman and Diu district forum. She was also
nominated to District Legal Advisory Committee of Daman and Diu in 2001 and worked in Coordination
Committee for the implementation of the 1955 Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act. The same year, she also
worked in several health camps within the Medical and Health Services section of Daman and Diu's
"SEVA" program. She collaborated with numerous trusts for relief works for the Kutch people's health
and development following earthquake in Kutch.
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