Padma Shri

SHRI VIDYANAND SARAIK

Shri Vidhyanand Saraik is associated with folk literature, folk traditions, folk music
in Himachal Pradesh, who has a lot of nostalgic knowledge about it. He is a very
comprehensive personality in himself who has sacrificed his whole life for this dying
culture. He has been a member of the State Bhasha Kala and Sanskriti Akademi for many
decades and has been a member of the Pahari Bhasha Samiti for a long time.

2. Born on 26" June, 1941 in backward area of Sirmaur district, Shri Saraik lost his
father in his childhood. At the age of four, he learnt the stage of Kariala and singing of
Sirmauri song and dance from Mata Shri. He received education till graduation with
difficulty. In 1971, he was awarded the Best Teacher Award by the State Education
Department.In 1976, due to the circumstances of the house, he had to leave the teaching
job but was involved in the service of culture since childhood.

3. In 1973-74 two books of Shri Saraik of Pahari poetry, 'HareJubte' and 'Chiti Chadar'
were published with the help of Akademi. He gave presentation on Guru Ravindnath's novel
'Aankhki Kirkiri ko Aankhe Re Khadkan' on Kariyala style and Karlyala's disguise on the life of
Vivekananda and Sangeet Natika on Saibaba and Chodeshwar Loknritya Sanskriti Mandal
Sewa in Jammu on Sahibi ji. About 100 Pahari songs written by Shri Saraik on Djosar Devi
Mahima, Shirgul Mahima have been sung by many singers.The play Samadhan Jalandhar on
Pawari of Jhako Ajba was telecast from Doordarshan.

4. Shri Saraik has written 1000 Pahari songs according to Pahari traditions. Some are
published like 'Hare Jubte Chiti Chadar Naale Jhako Re Sur' and some remained
unpublished like 16 poetry song collections and Badaltu, Thoda, SinghtuNritya Dev Puja
and Pajde are his unpublished Hindi publications.Research books on time and rhythm are
documents of folk culture. The Pahari translation of Gita, Matrihari and Gitanjali is also a
heritage which is unpublished literature. Harul Hare, Bar, Saka, Pwara, Padwayan,
Ramayana, Kanheya, Pajdo, Bharatohavebeen searched and this treasure of our Pahari
folk literature has been preserved.

5. Shri Saraik has received dozens of honors at the block district level. At national level,
he has received Dr. Ambedkar Dalit Literature Award; National Punjab Kala and Sahitya
Akademi Jalghar and Chandra Ghar Bewas National Award at Vedaram Thakur Jayanti
Kullu. He was also honoured with the Culture Promoter of the Year Award 2018 by Divya
Himachal. In 2018, he was awarded Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for Folk Music.
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