Padma Shri

SHRI PREM CHAND SHARMA

Shri Prem Chand Sharma is a progressive and innovative tribal farmer and community leader
from Uttarakhand. He is also a popular poet who writes and recites poems in popular folklore to
encourage the farming community to stay connected to the roots, to popularize the innovative ways of
sustainable/ organic farming and to protect the environment.

2. Born on 11" October, 1957 in a poor farming family in a remote tribal dominated village- Tyuni,
Dehradun, Uttarakhand, Shri Sharma, through his sheer hard work has emerged as the successful
farmer and a role model for the farming community not only in the state of Uttarakhand but all over the
country. In the beginning, he used to work in the apple farms of neighbouring Himachal Pradesh for
sustenance. Through his perseverance and dedicated efforts, despite having studied only till fifth
standard, he is on the panel of NABARD as technical expert for farming from Uttarakhand. He is also
serving on the management committee of the University of Horticulture and Forestry, Bharsar of
Uttarakhand.

& Shri Sharma, through his dedicated efforts and innovative farming practices has transformed
village Attal into one of the model villages with an annual turnover of vegetables and fruits of over 1.5
crore. He has introduced commercial cultivation of pomegranate along with off-season cultivation of
broccoli, cauliflower, French bean, capsicum for the first time in the state of Uttarakhand. He has
developed cost effective and environment friendly mulching technique in pomegranate and staking
technique in tomato leading to very yields besides high quality of the produce. He has established a
nursery to make available high-quality plants of Apple, Pomegranate and Walnut to the farmers of
Uttarakhand and neighbouring Himachal state, besides government nurseries. For his outstanding
efforts in the promotion of Pomegranate, he has earned himself the nickname of Anar wale Sharma ji.

4. Shri Sharma's efforts have enabled the social transformation in the area. He led the effort to
bring water to his village from 7 kilometers through a Government sponsored scheme, which ensured
that 200 farm families decided not to migrate from the village in search of greener pastures elsewhere
and 180 of these are already excelling in different areas of farming. Encouraged by these efforts, farmers
in the area have developed many smaller water harvesting units. Through his efforts, more than 20,000
farmers across states have got benefitted directly and more than 1 lac farmers so far indirectly by getting
hands on training, quality planting material and the market linkages. He has also initiated scholarships
to promote talented tribal students to continue their studies. Owing to the efforts made by him, the
livelihood opportunities in this tribal dominated area have increased and the unemployed youth are
now choosing farming. He has founded a community organization- "Phal Evam Sabji Utpadan Samiti"
for promoting off-season vegetable cultivation which has uplifted the socio-economic condition of the
tribal farmers of the area.

5. Shri Sharma's contribution towards developing and promoting new agricultural technology and
innovative practices has been recognized both at state and national level. He has been honoured with
the "Unsung Hero - Samman Patra by the Government of Uttarakhand in 2016. The national level
awards and recognitions received by him include the certificate of recognition for outstanding efforts in
soil and water conservation, 2014; Kisan Samman, 2014; Jagjivan Ram Abhinav Kisan Puraskar, 2018
from the Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi and Krishak Samrat Samman, 2015 from
Mahindra Samriddhi India Agri Awards. His successful model of horticulture and organic farming has
received wide coverage by the print and electronic media. His stories have found place in the Times of
India, Hindustan Times, The Tribune among others. Doordarshan has also prepared a documentary for
publicizing his success story for the benefit of the farmers of the country.
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