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PROF. CHAMAN LAL SAPRU (POSTHUMOUS)

Prof. Chaman Lal Sapru was an eminent author and educationist and an ardent believer in the
power of education as a means to transform lives. Prof. Sapru spent his lifetime in furthering Hindi
language, education of women, social equity for the marginalised and the cultural ethos of India among
generations of students in Jammu & Kashmir.

2 Born on 22™ January, 1935, Prof. Sapru came from a rich lineage of educationists. His father
Pandit Tarachand Sapru, was a pioneer of women's education and instrumental in starting first high
school for girls in the district of Doda, state of J&K. Prof. Sapru received his BA from erstwhile Jammu
& Kashmir University and MA in Hindi from Panjab University, Solan. He also has the honour of being
among the first graduates from the erstwhile Kendriya Hindi Mahavidyalaya, Agra, now known as the
Central Hindi Institute.

3 All through his professional career, Prof. Sapru taught and mentored students in marquee
institutions across the J&K, and taught in numerous Government colleges such as SP College, Amar
Singh College; Government Degree Colleges in Sopore, Baramulla, Anantnag and Poonch, as well as
the Girls Degree College in Nawa Kadal, Srinagar. He presented the case for teaching Hindi to the
official language commission established by the Government of India at a young age of 21. A few years
later, he was the first lecturer of Hindi in J&K, a language that was optional until that time and taught
by the Sanskrit faculty. In 1959 he was elected as a member of the Senate of Jammu & Kashmir
University, the youngest person to be selected for the coveted position.

4. Prof. Sapru was an active member of Rashtra Bhasha Prachaar Samiti Wardha, an institution
created by Mahatma Gandhi, and a Founder Member of its J&K Chapter. He was also the Founder
Member and Secretary General of the Kashmir Hindi Sahitya Sammelan and Founder of Hindi
Kashmiri Sangam. He was responsible for Hindi Kashmiri Sangam's quarterly journal Kashmir
Sandesh and regularly arranged for its annual conferences in Srinagar, Kashmir. He was actively
involved as a member of the Hindi Shiksha Samiti and also served as a member of Hindi Central
Advisory Committee Ministry of Defence & Ministry of Health for Government of India.

SF Prof. Sapru was extensively involved with social issues and was the Managing Committee
member for Women's Welfare Trust; Founder secretary of Ramakrishna Ashram, Shivalaya in
Srinagar and served as a Member of the Managing Committee of Ramakrishna Mission, Delhi. He was
instrumental in organising the birth centenary celebrations of Swami Vivekananda at Srinagar, in
1963. He also served as Member of Dharmarth Trust founded by Maharaja Ranvir Singh in J&K. He
was a member of the Indian delegation to the World Hindi Conference in Mauritius in 2018.

6. Prof. Sapru authored 18 books including the much appreciated Santoor ke Swot’, Kesar our
Kornai and translated several others such as the Ramkrishna Kathamrit in Kashmiri language. He
was the Founder Editor of the Hindi monthly magazine Kashyap which started in valley, 1959 and
later took the form of a quarterly Hindi journal Satisar from Kashmir. He also served on the editorial
board of Koshur Somachar and Alood for multiple years.

7. Prof. Sapru received a number of state and national awards and honours including Ganga
Sharan Singh award by President of India (2009); Sauharda Samman (1989) by the U. P. Govt; Best
Book Award by MoHRD, Government of India (1989-90); State Academy of Art, Culture and
Languages (1969 & 1989); Sahitya Summon Hindi Academy, Govt. of Delhi (2003).

8. Prof. Sapru passed away on 17" November, 2020.

47



ql. 99 dTel 9y (ARCTIURId)

1. FHT el FY U TN ol AR RIeffag o | ST ael favary o1 & R Sitas &1 gaer ol A= a9
FHA & | O Ay 7 SR 3R HR ¥ il o wg feal & dra & v, & Rier, fUss gy dArml a1 |arrfore
TRIGR 3R AR B AP T Hedl bl ATT g@T1 H U1 YRT Sl FAIUT R QT |

2 22 STTaR1, 1935 DT ST W1, |y BT AT RIenfacl o (e a9g URaR 3 38T & | S fuar ufed armee |y &
fR1eAT T AT o H YN & 3R IBi+ SR 3R HLR T & SIel foTel H sl & ol Ugell 8T Whel I HR
Hecdqul AT TS o | S=IH A o 3R HeR faafdened 9 d1.U. iR uoie favafdenery, e 3 24 4 uA.
T a1 | 97 qaTTd dard 8l Herfaenery, AR, O 31 duiy fEal |vere & WU H ST Sl 8, & YO3Iil USuet
A TP BN BT ARG A A 2 |

3l 31O URIAR S #, W1 |y 71 OF 3R SR & WRTd GRei # fAenfol &1 uern iR SHaT Anies
T SR g TRBNI Piciall oI THUT Bielol, MR 48 Bierel, AR, IRME, AR iR Y8 & RGN S
Plctoll R AT B 4T bad, TR B T ST Blerol H TeRIT | S=BIT 21 AT I BIST I¥ § YRT WRPR gRT
I TSTHTT SRINT & et 2l UQI WM &7 95T SR | §© ATd 918, 98 oiF] 3R &3k # 24 & ugd daaw
I | 39 UgA dd 2 a8l B Vfewd T off SR Avpd fAMRT gRT Ugrs oIl oY | 1959 H S O 3fR HEHR
faeafdenera & WHc Wew & wu H g1 737 | 59 UfAfsd ug & Ty g S aTel 98 Fad &F 9 & Afh o |

4. T1. |y, FETcAT T §IRT I AWM, IS 99T J=R WA 96l & U Afshd 9a IR DI 9 T TR
9T & ARRITID R X | I8 HIIR B AR T e & HeIudh vy T HeTfad 3R ) SNy S & HeIad H
T | 2 EE SR W &1 SRS UdT ‘SR Haer® Uhre H Agayul 4w 118 iR a8 SR, $9R ¥ 59
I TIAT BT Y TS B o | S faal e IfRfd & e & wU § Afhd w0 3 B fHa7 IR 4R TRER B 6T
AT iR R AT Bl B} DI HARGR A & Fexd & U 7 4T 3191 a0 < |

5. T1. |y WEISTe Jal | &S AR R e gU I 3R ARl HedlvT g DI 4ed AT & A, SR |
AP 15, RIaTed & Feus |fa ik M e, faeel &1 udy FHfd & Taw 1 o | S 1963 H SR |
W fAdehTE BT ST TdTea] FHRIE & ST H 378H AdT FH1g ol | I7814 O 3R HHR H FERTSI VAR {78
BRI UG o] g% & AW @ wU 4 Al R fBar| 98 2018 # AR gy fIvg R 99ed & 9RdA™
TffAfersd & e o |

6. 91 3 7 18 febard fordl, RO HR & I, HER 3R DIRATS DT BIH] ARTST TAT AT | I8i+1 98 Al JRID
SR ST AT BT HIART 9THT H 3gaTs 4T fhT | a8 1950 H BIET H Y gs Eal A1ID UfdT $3aq & HReATId
JUTEH I | 39 UFBT 7 918 § HIR A et drell F9TRIS & i3t TR &1 wU of forar o1 | S=-i9 &s aral
TP PIYR AAMER AR AT D FURDHII drs H I B4 5T |

7 1. Y BT B I IR MR KR D YREDRT IR G 8§ GG [6A1 17 2, [0 IR & I ufad gRT
T TRV 48 GREBR (2009), U, WRBR §RT AT A (1989), AMG HHEH b FATe, AR WRBR GRT
HINS GIID GREBR (1989—90), 1A BT, AP TR T ThTGHT (1969 31X 1989), BT SrhraH!, faeell TRAR gRI
AT T (20032 € |

8. 1. |Y BT 17 FdaR, 2020 DI IETIA 81 1T |

47



