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DR. (SMT.) SINDHUTAI SAPKAL (MAAI)

Dr. (Smt.) Sindhutai Sapkal (Maai) is a social worker from Maharashtra. She has
dedicated her life for the last 45 years for the cause of poor and destitute.

2. Born on 1% July, 1948 at Pimpri Meghe village in Wardha district Maharashtra to Shri
Abhimanji Sathe, a cowherd by profession, Smt. Sindhutai's father was keen on educating
Sindhutai much against the wishes of her mother. Shri Abhimanji used to send her to school
under the pretext of cattle grazing where she would use leaf of the Bharadi Tree as a slate as she
could not afford a real slate because of financial reasons. Abject poverty family responsibilities
and an early marriage forced her to quit formal education after she passed 4" grade.

3. At the tender age of 12, Smt. Sindhutai got married to Shrihari Sapkal a 30 year old
cowherd in Wardha District. She became the victim of domestic violence. She used to sing and
beg in order to feed herself and her baby. She had visited various temples travelling by train
begging and singing. She was often joined by other beggars and she would feed these beggars
too. She wandered from one place to another begging and singing, all alone with a baby to look
after. She would sing heart rendering songs that would fetch money for her. She entrusted her
little daughter, Mamata to Shrimant Dagdushet Halwai Trust so that she could be brought up
with good standard of life.

4. Smt. Sindhutai started working whole heartedly for orphans and destitute. She has been
pouring out her motherly love and affection on orphans and has been giving them food and
shelter in whatever way she could. Lovingly they call her AAI. Her orphanages are different,
generally orphans live in orphanages upto 18 years of age but she keeps her wards till they get
their jobs, get married and settle in life. Her work is backed and funded by private donations and
another help from various walks of life. The struggles and travels of her own life never let her
sprit down. These have made her even stronger. Her heart rendering speeches, her oratory, her
recitals of poem and gazals are so appealing. After the struggle of years, she is assisted by her
daughter Mamata and son Deepak and her other grown up sons. She has been a Mother to
many. She has nurtured over 1500 orphaned children.

S. As of today, Smt. Sindhutai has a grand family of 282 son-in-laws 49 daughter-in-laws.
Many of the children whom she adopted are well educated lawyers, lecturer and some including
her biological daughter are running their owned independent orphanages. One of her children is
doing Ph.D. on her life. She has used the award money received through various award in buying
land to make a home for her orphan children. After her dedication and sacrifices at present
children have their own building at Pune with all facilities i.e. Computer Room, Study Room and
all other required facilities. She has been giving speeches at various institutions across the globe
to earn money for her children. She is also Working for Gau Rakshan named as Gopika Gau
Rakshan Kendra at Wardha where more than 600 cows are living.

6. Smt. Sidhutai has been honored with more than 800 awards for her dedication and work
including Ahilyabai Holkar Award in 2010 by the Government of Maharashtra; Basar Prashasti
Award, by Karnataka Government. Samata Award by Maharashtra Government; Nari Shakti
Purskar 2017 and National Award for Iconic Motherin 2013 etc.
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