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DR. DHANANJAY DIWAKAR SAGDEO

Dr. Dhananjay Diwakar Sagdeo is the Chief Medical Officer of Swami Vivekananda
Medical Mission, Wayanad, Kerala. The Mission was started for serving the less privileged
tribal brethren in 1972. He has been working for their betterment of health and upliftment
for almost 41 years.

8 Born on 16" August, 1956 in Nagpur, Dr. Sagdeo got his MBBS degree from Indira
Gandhi Medical College Nagpur in 1980. While working in the rural areas of Nagpur, he
realised the need of medical attention and other necessities required by the tribal people. So
inspired by the works and philosophies of RSS, he wished to serve the less privileged and
use his medical knowledge in areas where there was no doctor. Dr. Sagdeo came to Wayand
in Kerala ,which basically is a hilly district and 17% of the population constitutes of tribal.

58 Dr. Sagdeo started his service in 1980 with a small clinic with special focus on the
needs of indigenous folks. Under the leadership of Dr. Sagdeo, the small clinic has now
grown into 36 bed well equipped hospital (with free food and treatment for tribal)
constituting laboratory, multispeciality clinics, ECG, Ambulance, mobile dispensaries,
subcenters and a school in tribal concentrations and Swasthya mitra group. He was the
first to discover Sickle Cell Anaemia among the tribal of Wayand. He notified the government
about his suspicion. Later from 1997-2001, under All India Institute of Medical
Sciences(AIIMS), New Delhi pilot project was done for screening and managing the Sickle
Cell Anaemia (Sickle Cell Anaemia). As there is no cure for SCA, counselling and prevention
of genetic transfer to the next generation is the only solution. Apart from medical attention,
they need ways for sustaining their life. Various self-reliance projects like bamboo craft,
tailoring unit and de-addiction centres are managed for tribals.

4. The motto of Dr. Sagdeo's life is 'Manava Sewa is Madhava Sewa'. He has been
working 24x7 for the past 41 years towards the upliftment of tribal brethren by rendering
them help in 5 fold aspects of their life, viz., Social(Samajik), Shiksha (Education),
Swavalamban (Self dependence), Swasthya (Health) and Sanskar (Culture). Because of the
dedicated work, the tribal brethren are now more health conscious. Superstition and
distrust towards modern medicine and lifestyle ,which was prevalent among them has
been reduced to a large extent. The one teacher school project has helped achieving literacy
in the younger generation. All these works and projects done solely with the aim of total
development of the tribal population have been progressing positively.

5% Dr. Sagdeo's work has been recognised by various sections of the society. He has
received awards from IMA, Rotary club, Lions club, Jaycees and several other organizations.
He has been featured in local as well as national newspapers and magazines for his selfless
and distinguished work.
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