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SHRI MAITYA RAM REANG

Shri Maitya Ram Reang is a folk performer and folk artist from Tripura. He is
known for his significant contribution to Hojagiri dance and Bru folk songs. Hojagiri
dance is usually performed by young girls in a group of six balancing on earthen
pitcher with bottle placed on their head, flipping the plates and spinning the winnow
basket (bailing) on their fingertips according to the rhythm of flute, drum and the song
sanglive on stage.

2. Born on 1% February, 1943 in Dashami Reang Para, South Tripura, Shri Reang
was very talented and sharp learner however; he could not get formal education as he
was far away from good schools due to geographical location. Born and brought up in
Bru (Reang) community he was fond of music and dance. At the age of 12, he started
singing folk songs and formed his group.

i Shri Reang has been performing in traditional festivals of his community since
his childhood. He is considered to be one of the most accomplished performers of the
Hojagiri dance and Bru folk songs. A large number of young people of his tribe have
been trained by him. Together with a number of proficient musicians and dancers, he
has founded a Lokaranjan Shakha. He dedicated work in preserving and promoting
the traditional Hojagiri dance of the Reangs has been recognized by the people of the
region, and by various institutions in north-eastern India. Together with members of
his troupe, he has travelled widely within the country. He has also performed in
Russia and other countries.

4. Shri Reang has received Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for his contribution to
the folk dance and music of Tripura in 2004.
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