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SHRI KANAKA RAJU

Shri Kanaka Raju popularly known as Gussadi dance master in Telangana, is
a Gond Adivasi who hails from the historical Marlawai village in Jainoor mandal of
Komaram Bheem Asifabad district in Telangana State. He has trained several
hundreds of Adivasi teenagers and youth in the Gussadi dance form for over 40 years
Now.

2. Born on 1% January, 1941, Shri Kanaka Raju was fascinated with Gussadi
dance and learnt the esthetics of Gussadi dance in his childhood from his father Shri
Kanaka Ramu. With his efforts, Gussadi art form has regained popularity not only
among the Adivasis (Tribals) but also attracting non-tribals and foreign tourists to the
district. The Gussadi dance is performed wearing a Gussadi hair cap made of around
1,500 peacock feathers locally known as Mal Boora, and animal skin around their
waists. Apart from sustaining the dying dance form for over forty years, he also
teaches it to young people for the traditional art form to live on.

3z Shri Kanaka Raju led cultural troupes to Delhi and performed as a part of
Republic Day celebrations in Telangana State tableau in front of the esteemed guests
that included the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and former President Abdul
Kalam. With the support of IAS officer Late Shri Madavi Tukaram, he trained selected
Adivasi youth and took them to Delhi to perform the dance on the occasion of Republic
Day celebrations in the past. He was also associated with the Anthropologist
Christoph Von Purer Haimendorf and his wife Beth Elizabeth during their stay at
Marlawai village for their research on Adivasi culture and struggles for their rights on
Jal, Jangal and Jameen in the erstwhile Adilabad district.

4. Shri Kanaka Raju received many appreciations and participation certificates for
his services in the field of arts and for his best performances at various special
occasions across the Telangana state. He got appreciation certificates from the
Department of the Culture, Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Government of India for
his Gussadi dance performance at Republic Day celebrations in Delhi in 1982 and
2004. He received Ugadi Puraskaram-2015 by the Telangana Government for his
yeoman services in the field of arts and Gussadi dance; appreciation certificate for
his Gussadi dance performance in Giri Gustav-2016 organized jointly by the
Integrated Tribal Development Agency (ITDA), Utnoor and Telangana Tourism
Department and appreciation certificates for his dance performance at Nagoba Jatara
celebrations in 2012.
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ST BRI 9] BT AT H RS I 6 & ®©Y H ST OIdl & | 98 U TS 3nfearyy & <
AT I & DR | MRIBEE el @& SiRAed @ VaeiNe ARarars Td @ 8 | S2i 40 3

31 N1 | BoIRI MfQaRIT fheIRT IR arall ol TS 9 R 2 |

7 1 ST, 1941 H S, #1 BT I19] DI RATS] T W I8 oWMd oFf 3R IBIA dad= H B 370
O 20 BIpH A RIS T B aRIfbI] Al | b JAN 4, TSI bell el 7 7 dbacl
anfeaRidl & dra AT BT &1 &, dfcd IR—sMfaaTRIN iR faaell wiedl &1 1 el 31 3R
MBI AT 7 | ATS! I, AT WU F ol T el I dlell oI 1,500 AR & Gl § §+11 TFATe]
AT BT ST IR HH H SHER] DI WTel bR [HAT ST © | ATt a9 4 3ifdd T T J: T
3Iell BT HRIA TG & ITATAT, I8 59 URURD Bl DI IHT 96 & fory Jarall or ¥ Riard € |

3. T BT 19 7 faeell # ARBIID ol BT ~IJcd BT AR TS [Gad FHRIE H TAT IS DI
ST H 9RT T FHATII STl & FHer el b, fST deehrelie HemT Hail S SavT Mg ofiR gd
IeUf 41 Q. . S, TGl FHeAH A o | IMSUTH SIS Wi 57t Ared) R & HedRT 3 Soi
I SMfeary gareli bl TRIE fhar iR 918 § I TUGH fGdd FHRIE & JqAR UR I DR @ (oY
faeell IR Y | g8 A fheeith dfF IR eHelth AR ITd! Uil 9of YferaTder & A1 Arfeardl
AP IR WY & SR FRAATs 9§ I9D YT & SR AR dchleld faerrars fofel H# e, SiTet 3iR
T TR 39S MMABRI & oy Fad & |11 41 9 o |

4. ] BB 1] BT DAl B & H IAD! Harsll & o1y 3R T 153 H Al ey sfaRl w
ITD FIHAS Y& & oY 3T IR YRINT 3R AEIERY JHIOIS UT< gV | S5 ay¥ 1982 37R 2004 ¥ facel!
H o g FHRIE 3 370 [RATS! 9 Uae & oy IR T, uded SR Wi A1, WIRd
HARDR W JARAITH fHell | 72 ATl ERBR gRT Pell IR [FATS! T B &F § Icpe Adll & fery
IS QREBRA—2015 TG BT T | S8 Tdldd S bR Goidl ((ECrSIY), SR 31R deiT]
T faMTT gRT Hgth ®U A AT FIRY R1a—2016 H 3R a4 2012 H ARTET SIART FARIE H Il
T TR & forg grrRaus 9T foham 1 |
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