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SHRI K. K. RAMACHANDRA PULAVAR

Shri K. K. Ramachandra Pulavar is the Director of Krishnan Kutty Pulavar
Memmorial Tholpavakoothu & Puppet Centre which is promoting shadow puppetry all over
the world. He is widely recognized across the globe for his contributions to the field of
shadow puppetry and at the same time continuing the huge tradition of India. This has
made India a home land or the origin of puppetry.

2 Born on 25" May, 1960 to Late Guru Krishnan Kutty Pulavar (Sangeet Natak
Akademi awardee, 1980) and Smt. Gommathyammal, Shri Pulavar received his pre degree
from University of Calicut in 1978. Later, he worked as a Teacher in Maharashtra
appointed by Handicrafts, Ministry of Textiles, Government of India. He also worked as
government servant in Postal Department of Kerala. After his father's demise, he resigned
from that job and got fully engaged with his traditional art form Tholpavakoothu.

3. In 2004, Shri Pulavar started an organization whose motto was to uplift puppetry in
Kerala. He is the 11" generation artist who is continuing the tradition of shadow puppetry
in Kerala. He started learning the first chapters of the art form from his guru/father at the
age of six. This art form is performed in the Bhagavathy temples at Kerala from January to
May every year.

4. Shri Pulavar has initiated new themes and contemporary ideas to revive and
popularize the art form in public spheres He has innovatively created many new
contemporary stories through tholpavakoothu like Mahathma Gandhi koothu, Jesus
koothu, Ayyappacharitham, Mahabharatam, Mahabalikootu, Chandalabishuki, Election
Awareness, Social awareness stories, Anti-Ragging campaigns, Food safety awareness and
social consequences of deforestation, Swachh Bharat programs, COVID awareness
campaigns, Modi koothu and COVID Lockdown stories. He had prepared a pedagogical
approach to shadow puppetry which will make the art form to everyone hands. That
initiative helped to learn puppetry to young aspiring minds. He has conducted several
workshops and have 1000's of disciples all over the world. He has also designed workshops
for physically and mentally challenged students.

s h Shri Pulavar is the recipient of numerous awards and honours. He has been
honoured by Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 2015. He has been performing as
empanelled artist in ICCR regional cultural programs since 1980. He is Grade II Performer
and Singer in All India Radio since 1986. He received Junior Research Fellowship in 1990
and Senior Research Fellowship in 2004 from the Ministry of Culture, Government of India.
He received Dakshina Chithra Virudhu (South Indian Award), 2008; Kerala Folklore
Akademi Award, 2011; Kerala Sangeet Natak Akademi Kalasri Puraskar, 2013 and Grant
Kerala Tourism Crafts Award, 2015. He has performed shadow puppetry in around 42
countries and received awards and appreciations from Russia, Sweden, Greece, Germany,
Thailand, Singapore, Muscat, Japan, Spain, Ireland and Hungary.
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i . SIFES Yadx

) &, &, G JelaR, W Bl JATdR HAIRIS ATAUTdg TS Uue Her & a3 § | I8 Hex
ST W) H BT HoYdell bl DI 9eTdT o & ol BRI HR 8T & | 98 BT Hoydell & &3 H 37U IRTGH
3R YR &I HET URURT Bl STRI G & o1 [qeafaweand € | §9@ BRI, R Boydell dell bl o o AT
ST I TATR |

2, 25 Hg, 1960 BT T TS P Hel GolTdR (a9 1980 H HINT ATCH ABIGH I GRIhd) AR SIHA
MRS & BR H ST 21 Jold” - B8 Alel &l S I 81 U+ T3 / fUdT 9 59 Hell & JYB3ATCH IR A1
% AR QY | 99 1978 § IR FTefidre AT 31 = it faf giier o | a1e # S=i swafiey, o
HATAY, 9RA ARBR R Y T S IR HERTS H Ueb R1eTeh & WU H b1 (a1 | SBi DA D Sl
fI9RT 3 Uep TRBRT e & AR IR 41 3701 ar] <F | T &1 4G & 911, S=BI Aldd Brs ol AR gRI
TRE 3701 URUR® el el ATTaTRe] 3 IS U |

3 ) geTeR = 99 2004 H Yeb Ao Y (AT fSTDT I8 bRl § H3Yell el Pl ATDIHA I
o | 98 IR H BIAT HoYdell HI IRURT DI ST I dTel 1131 Gl & AR ¢ | X 99 o™l A A db
B D YITIH HiART H 39 HAT BT Wai fhar Far g |

4. N AR 71 39 Hell Bl Goiad B 3R 3/ SIa1 & 1 ABOd 99 & ol 7Y wermial iR
MRS AR BT YBATT Bl & | Ioi4 ATAUTAIGRY B STRY P 5 FHDBICI DTN TS T8 HSTAT
e BY, ST B, SRFWENRTH, HEHRTH, HEITA D, AacTaD!, FATd SR, ATHITD <A1 A
HRA HRIHH, BIAS SIRTHHAT ARATH, AT FH 3R Bifds AlBSIST eIl | IBi- BRIT H3YIl B
foy v 2ifere ugfd TR @, [ I8 derr &R Al T ugd ol | 39 Usd o Segd Al Bl
HIYTel DI Hell AIRIT H GG Bl | I8 AT 4R 3 Py BIRITMAY AT Bl § AR G gm0
TOIRI 19 & | S2 TNIRS SR AR ©U 3 31 [Jenf2ai & forg i wriemersil o1 @ IR fBar g |

5. T JAdR BT SR JRIBR AR A A g 8 | I8 a¥ 2015 H HHIT ACH ABIGH] JRIBIR
TSI BT 77 | 98 a9 1980 W SMSHUIIRIR & &I Hikhid HRIBA H T Ueldg HelldR & w0
TGe R W8 2 | a¥ 1986 W I8 AMHRETN H US || HATHR AR TS © | & AP AT, IR
WREHR A ¥ 1990 # SR RAad Bl 3R af 2004 # Hifer Red vl ura g5 | =< <fero
ferrfaey (aferor YR QREPR), 2008; BT BIbelR IFBIGH JRIBR, 2011; DR ATl AICH AbIaH]
PHATH TREDR, 2013 3R AT DHRA ROH DIUCH AT, 2015 UGTH (BT 7T | BT TITHT 42 < H BT
H3YcIell BT UaeH BT 2 3R I8 wd, Wied, Y9, S, aTgels, RITYR, #Rbe, S, W, ARRS
3R BN A YREHR AR RIS U1 88 2 |
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