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SMT. JASWANTIBEN JAMNADAS POPAT

Smt. Jaswantiben Jamnadas Popat is a 91 year old Indian businesswoman,
who is one of the founders of Shri Mahila Griha Udyog Lijjat Papad, a women's
worker cooperative involved in manufacturing of various fast-moving consumer
goods. Shri Mahila Griha Udyog Lijjat Papad was established in 1959 with a seed
capital of Rs. 80, their cooperative venture now has a turnover of over 11,600 crore.
Her organization has employed nearly 45,000 women and has over 93 branches. Smt.
Jaswantiben has not just empowered women to earn their livelihood, she inculcated in
them a sense of ownership by treating working members as co-owners.

25 Born on 7" July, 1930, Smt. Jaswantiben did not have any knowledge about
running a business when she started. But she gathered up courage and
perseverance to make a profit out of her business. Further with hard work, her
business grew so much that her papad brand is now a popular household name all
over the country. During her early business years, she travelled a lot to other places
to set up Lijjat Papad and teach other women. She would not be home for 2-3
months at each of her travels. Her husband and family never held her back. She
never once looked behind. She knew that she wanted to do this for all the ladies and
their families.

£ Smt. Jaswantiben along with her seven friends started this small-scale
business in Mumbai's Girgatim area. Dattanibapa and Changanbapa become guide
and mentor throughout their whole journey and helped them bloom into what they
are today. The initiative was not undertaken with the purpose of setting up a
business empire but to contribute financially to their household incomes. Hence,
they started the small papad business and initially they had made only 4 packets of
papad which they sold to a businessman. Subsequently, the demand for their
papads increased a lot and today this papad brand has become a popular household
name all over the country. This papad is sold all over the country besides being
exported to England, USA, Singapore, Thailand, Netherlands etc. Lijjat Papad has
successfully completed the journey of 60 years by chanting the mantra 'Karram
Kurram Karram'. Smt. Jaswantiben's main slogan is "Nitti Thi Kaam Karo Toli Fal
Jarur Thi Malse" translated as "If you work hard, you will always get the fruit you need".

4. Smt. Jaswantiben is a recipient of numerous honours and awards including
Economic Times magazine's Businesswomen of the Year award in 2002 and Sab
Parivaar Award.
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91 IYT 2 SIS TGN UIe U IR BRI 8, ST doil 3 31T 9¢ ¥8 fafa—
SUHIHT a3l @ AT # A, AfZell SRR FEar) G, 31 Al I8 ST fofserd uus &
HYRATIDT H 1 T & | &1 Al T8 I fofooid UTas 1 TRIIAT 1959 H 80 U HI URID Yl & H1ef B
TS off, 3R 319 3 FEBNI STH BT BRITR 11,600 HRIS 3 AfTH BT BT AT & | 9D 39 ST F T
45000 HiRTT3T BT ISR AT § 3R ST 93 3 31fd IRaTy § | St Srachiae = = Ry afeami o
3T AR AT DAY TN &, UG BIHBISH TSR] Dl Ae—HTfeTd HITDHR STH WA DI AT
YT 2|

2| 7 TS, 1930 DI ST S ST & U 39 HRIGR & IR H§ DI BRI el o | otfchd
IBI+ AT SR IR T & A1 Y HRITR H AT HHAT Yo B QAT | $9D AAT@, B! Hgd |
ITHI HRER ST 9¢ AT fdh ITHT YIS 1€ 3fd X < & BRI H AT BT TAT & | 37U YHAH
HRITRI Il B SR, S2H foToord UTTS Bl RATIAT IR 1 Afetrel o HfR1efor <7 & foly 98d | T
Il ® T DI | G AN YD I & SR 2—3 FeH & oIy 8- 3 d18% &l off | 399a ufd 3iiR
IRAR 7 T I LT ABT | SB[ IR W1 4o eax Fel < | 98 Sl off & a8 & a8 a1
AT 3R S URARY & forg o <& € |

3. ST ST = 31U+ A1 3l & 121 fHeldr Ja8 @ FRACH Selta 4 I8 oY &M I (6T |
SATIETT 3R BTHETAT S9! QI ATAT & QR ANGRI® 3R WReD 9 W8 & AR A Sl BB Al &, I
ATHR B H STD] 7S DI | T8 gl AMMRS AT AT B & Ieed | a1 dfed IRaTRe 3ma |
I ANTeT™ <9 & forg o1 773 ot | SAforT I=iA BITT YIS IERT T 3R % H =i IS & b
4 Ydbe 9910 1 12 Top IR Bl 997 AT | 91 | IS9P UT0S DI HIT BIh] 9 TS AR ST UTIS HT I8
TS YR A & ER—ER H ATBIIT B AT & | 9 UTIS Bl IR I 3 99 B AI—1 $7cis, FHRBT, RATR,
qgcle, TaRels 3ffa Bl PN fHar Sar & | fofsoid Uids o ‘&< §RH HRA' H3 BT 9T BRA gU
AHATYdd 60 TY D ATAT TN DI 7 | S ST BT G ART © "R off &1 3R Alell Bt STox ot
HQ" I "I 3T DS eI DR o, AT AP AYAT FTATET Bl SR [Hel " |

4. A STAeT DI 3Md TR UaTd fhT TV & 5799 2002 § ghIHiAd eTg=T UfdhT BT oo
o 31T € $IR JRIPR 3R 99 IRIR TS eAe ¢ |
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