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PROF. (DR.) JITENDRA NATH PANDE (POSTHUMOUS)

Prof. (Dr.) Jitendra Nath Pande was an Indian Pulmonologist and Professor and Head of
Medicine at the All India Institute of Medical Studies (AIIMS). He was widely credited with being
the father of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine in India. He was the first to introduce the
practice of bronchoscopy in the country upon returning from Stockholm. After becoming head of
the departmentin 1993 he established the nation's first medical Intensive Care Unit at AIIMS.

2, Born on 14" June, 1941 in Shikohabad, Uttar Pradesh, Dr. Pande came to New Delhi at the
age of 17 to join the prestigious All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) as a medical student.
He graduated at the top of his classin 1962, then completed his MD in Medicine at AIIMS in 1966. He
devoted his life and career to the practice of Medicine at this apex institution, quickly rising to be one
of the youngest Professors of Medicine at the age of 48. He then served as Head of the Department of
Medicine from 1993 until his retirement in 2003. He continued to practice as Senior Consultant at
the Sitaram Bhartia Institute of Science and Research, New Delhi, till his demise.

SE Dr. Pande also trained at a number of other world renowned institutions. He went to the
Royal Postgraduate Medical School at Hammersmith Hospital, London in 1975 on a
Commonwealth Fellowship. He trained in bronchoscopy at the Karolinska Institute, Stockholm in
1979. In 1988-89 he completed a Fellowship in Epidemiology at the University of North Carolina
in Chapel Hill, USA. Dr. Pande was a veritable encyclopedia of medical knowledge and kept
abreast of the latest literature in a number of specialties besides his own. His clinical acumen was
uncanny, and generations of medical students and residents at AIIMS would marvel at his
diagnostic skill at his regular evening ward rounds. He loved to teach, and his lectures routinely
drew crowds of students, residents and faculty.

4. Dr. Pande's areas of interest included high altitude physiology, lung mechanics in health and
disease, exercise physiology, tuberculosis, bronchiectasis and interstitial lung disease. His
command over Statistics and Epidemiology made him a prolific researcher, with innumerable
publications in high impact medical journals. The Supreme Court of India cited his study on the adverse
cardiorespiratory effects of air pollution while issuing their landmark judgement in 1998 that required
public transport vehicles to switch to cleaner fuel in the form of CNG. Dr. Pande also edited a textbook
entitled “Respiratory Medicine in the Tropics”, published by Oxford University Press.

Sk Dr. Pande was a founding fellow of the National College of Chest Physicians and a fellow of
the National Academy of Medical Sciences (NAMS). For some years he was the chief editor of the
Annals of NAMS and editor of Indian Journal of Chest Diseases and Allied Sciences. He served as
an expert to several government bodies, including ICMR and was actively involved in the
investigation of the Bhopal Gas tragedy. The NAMS honoured him with the title of Emeritus
Professor. He was awarded the Ranbaxy Research Award for Medical Sciences and Clinical
Research in 1999 and received the Shri Om Prakash Bhasin award for Science and Technology
(Health and Medical Sciences) for 2008-09. Dr. Pande's life was spent treating the sickest and
poorest in the country. Every graduating class from India's premier medical institution for nearly
half a century proudly and fondly remembers being taught and inspired by him, learning so much
more than just the practice of medicine. His legacy will live on through them.

6. Dr. Pande passed away on 23™ May, 2020
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ai. (Sf.) ford—= 912 uis (ARUIURIq)

1. (1) forcd= 711 uis Ueh ARG YeHMIAToRE 3R RIS AR RIS e (TH) H HIHhaR 3R
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