Padma Shri

SHRI NANANDRO B. MARAK

Shri Nanandro B. Marak is an organic farmer of Black Pepper from West Garo
Hills of Meghalaya. Initially, he started planting the “Karimunda” variety of black
pepper, which produces medium sized chest-nut shaped black colored grains.

2. Born on 27" March, 1958, Shri Marak belongs to a humble background. He
began with an initial investment of Rs 10,000. As each year passed, he started
increasing the amount and along with the produce started increasing. For the first 3
years the saplings suffered damage but he did not give up, instead he completely
stuck to organic farming as a method of cultivation. He started specializing
inorganic farming through usage of natural manures like cow dung, vermicompost,
etc. The machinery used by him to fasten the harvesting process is 'thresher
machines' that are used to separate the berries/seeds from the spike. Currently,
‘Karimunda’ variety of black pepper gives an average yield of 3.2 kilogramsper tree
which turns out to be a total produce of 10,000+ kgs of pepper annually.

& Shri Marak plants 100 trees every year and owns a net total of 3400 trees in a
S acre land. Thus he was given the title of “Best Pepper Grower from India” by
International Pepper Community in the year 2018. He also conducts training
sessions for farmers and benefitted 8000+ farmers.

4. Shri Marak has also received International Award for his innovative approach
to pepper cultivation in the International Pepper Conference held in Vietnam in
2018.
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