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SHRI SUDARSHAN SAHOO

Shri Sudarshan Sahoo is a sculptor with seven decades of experience in stone, wood &
other medium in classical style sculpture. Shri Sahoo has trained more than 250 students
including some State and National Awardee artists. He has been making constant effort for
awareness and promotion of Indian Classical Sculpture all over the world. He is focused on the
skill up gradation of sculptors in the current artistic community.

e Born on 11" March, 1939 at the religious city of Puri, Odisha, Shri Sahoo's passion for art
and crafts was ignited watching sculptors living nearby making beautiful statues from stone. At
the age of 13, he started his training in stone carving under Guru Shri Kunia Maharana and
subsequently Guru Shri Bhubaneswar Mahapatra. The temples in and around Puri inspired him
and awakened the inborn artist in him.

8 Shri Sahoo founded Sudarshan Crafts Museum in 1977 at Puri to train aspiring artists in
stone and wood carving and other similar crafts. After the successful completion of the sculptures
at Dhauli Peace Pagoda, he expressed his deep gratitude for Buddhist philosophy of world peace
by building a Buddha Temple with exotic gold plated decorations in 1985, which is a big tourist
attraction in Puri today. Similarly, in 1991 he founded the Sudarshan Art and Craft Village in
Bhubaneswar as a Gurukul to bring together teachers and students under the same roof for
sharing great skills in a very congenial environment of love and trust. The existing facilities at the
campus include practical training spaces, library, hostel, museum and a research centre with the
objective to revive the craft in a scientific way for posterity.

4. Shri Sahoo has visited several countries including Japan since 1976, for sculpting and
installation of Buddhist statues and Murals. In 1986, he participated in Festival of India in USA and
popularised Indian Classical Sculpture through his lecture and demonstration. He has participated
in numerous solo and group exhibitions in major cities of India and aboard. Among them, the 2011
and 2018 exhibitions at the Jehangir Art Gallery, Mumbai were a great success as they received
critical acclaim from the art connoisseurs and critics of repute and standing. In 2018, his show on the
Odisha Parba in the India Gate lawns enthralled lakhs of people in Delhi. Shri Sahoo continues to
guide, inspire and create because age has failed to dampen his spirit which could be attributed to his
adaptability to changing tastes, innovative ideas and a much disciplined lifestyle.

SE Shri Sahoo has received various awards and honours including Shreekhetra Shree in
1976; National Award for Stone Carvingin 1981 by the President of India; Padma Shriin 1988; the
Kamaladevi Chottopadhya Award and Shilp Guru Award by the Vice-President of India in the year
2003 and Dharmapada Award by Odisha Lalit Kala Academy in 2012 etc. In the year 2011, Utkal
University of Culture, Bhubaneswar conferred him with the Honorary D.Litt. Degree. In 2018, he
was appointed Chairman of Odisha Handloom and Handicrafts Development and Promotion
Council. A pictorial biography on his life and works, "Sudarshan Sahoo — a legacy set in stone"
was published in the year 2018. The journey of Shri Sahoo the octogenarian sculptor continues to
inspire generations to come.
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