Padma Shri

SHRI RAMACHANDRA MANJHI

Shri Ramachandra Manjhiis a famous Bhojpuri folk dancer and theatre artist.

2. Born on 1% January, 1930, Shri Manjhi is the oldest living artist to have worked
with and trained under the legendary Bhikhari Thakur. He began his career under his
Guru Dinanath Manjhi as an actor, singer and a dancer at the age of 12, followed by a
four-decade long association with Bhikhari Thakur under whom he developed his
technique in movement and voice, and explored a range of performance traditions
such as Launda Naach, Dhobiya Naach, Natua Naach as well as music styles of
Ghazal, Qawwali, Nirgun, Bhajan, Dadra, Khemta, Thumri, Kajri, Purbi and Chaiti.

S In his illustrious career of over eighty years, Shri Manjhi has been most widely
known for the act of female impersonation. He has been most celebrated and fondly
remembered for the role of 'Rakhailan' in the iconic play ‘Bidesiya’ apart from lead
roles in all of Bhikhari Thakur's plays including Beti-Bechwa, Gabarghichor, Piya-
Nisail, Ganga-Snan, Bhai-Virodh, among others.

4. Taking forward the legacy of his Guru, Shri Manjhi is currently associated with
the Bhikhari Thakur Repertory Training and Research Centre through which he
continues to teach young artists and students from different schools and colleges, as
well as perform for rural and urban audiences across the country under the direction
of Dr. Jainendra Dost.

S. Having graced the most eminent stages of theatre and dance in the country,
Shri Manjhi has been honoured by the President of India with the prestigious Sangeet
Natak Academy Award (2017). For his contribution to folk Music and Theatre in the
State of Bihar, in 2020, he was conferred with the Lifetime Achievement Award by the
Department of Art and Culture, Government of Bihar as well as with the Saran Gaurav
Samman at the District level.
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Y I~ wrsh .

T TS A TRg AISTgR] Al i IR RIS ATPR ¢ |

2. 01 Sa, 1930 BT ST #ff A T 31f% oMY & FTdR &, =M 78 FHeTdR fAar a1
& A1 B fhaAT TAT ITH URIET U fohaT | IBI4 12 I DI MG H U [ A1 ST Al & AT
H U AT, TS AR i & U H AU HARITAT ARH Bl | $HD 18, ITBT @R STHR & AT R
ST a1 Hae &, foa] Savg # S_I A1 SR T 3 37U el famaa a1 qen st 9, gifean
T4, TSI AT ST U&e Hell TWRURIRA H Y JANT fby TAT T97ed, dedTe], (o1, 9o, STeRT, WA,
AR, o, YRET AR AT ST i Aol o v o |

3. 3T T qY & AR Hefl Siiad | 71 Al BI Afgar YAd1 9 & forg e wu 3 ST
ST 2 | PRI TR & JSI—<=dT, TaRfEaR, GRT—-Rid, T—=14, Ws—faRiy |fed |l Area § 3=
23R S I fFar Sran g |

4. ST AT U S DI ORI DI AT TSI §Y, IHA H THRIRT BTHR VORET T IR R Hew' &
TqAT . S ARG B e | <7 D TTI07 31R B ST & FHeT Pt BT TR IR IR B |

5, ) AT B, T B T IR A1 AR T Hall WR IR & forg, IRT & A1 e ufy g7
Affted I ATed SThTeH! YREDR (2017) H TR [HAT 7T B | Al FIIT IR RRIEY § 397a IRTeM

& o1y, I8 2020 H Hell IR FIBIT [THRT, [T8R ISR ERIATSH CISH SFGHT 3faTS TAT Tell TR TR
IRA TR T W1 fam 1 |




