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SHRI M. ALI MANIKFAN

Shri M. Ali Manikfan is well known for his autodidactic skills in Marine,
Ecology and agricultural field.

2. Shri Manikfan Born on 16" March, 1938 in Minicoy Island, Union territory of
Lakshadweep, had his elementary education under his Mother Kumari Fathima
Manika. There were no school's at that time. When he attained the age of 10, he moved
from Minicoy Island to Kannur for formal education. Unfortunately he had to
discontinue his school education at 7" standard and returned to his Homeland
Minokoy Island from Kannur.

Sh Shri Manikfan knows a great number of languages. Besides his mother
tongue Divehi (Mahl), he learned English, Hindi, Arabic, Latin, French, Russian,
German, Sinhalese, Persian, Sanskrit, Tamil, Urdu and Malayalam. He traveled
from Minicoy Island to Kannur several times in sailing vessels and in the meantime
he learnt the art of Ship Navigation in the Ocean.

4. While working in Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute. Minicoy
Island, Government of India (CMFRI), Shri Manikfan discovered many new marine
organisms of which a new fish collected by him was named as Abudeduf manikfan
honouring his observation skills and wide knowledge about marine life, Dr. S.
Jones (Director of CMFRI-1965) named it as Abudefduf manikfani.

5. Shri Manikfan carried out the construction of an ancient sailing vessel for
Irish adventurer Tim Severin who sailed in it from Oman to China. The ship was
completely hand-made by sewing the planks with coir rope without using any metal
nails. This vessel is still kept for show to public in Muscat.

6. Shri Manikfan also executed many projects for emanating knowledge on Lunar
Calendar System in the states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka to help the
Muslim Community to unify the festivals of the Muslim Community throughout the
world. He visited Saudi Arabia to discuss with authorities on the Lunar calendar.

7. Shri Manikfan uses non-aggressive methods cultivation that take nature in
consideration. He purchased15-acre of barren land for research in agriculture in
Valliyur in Thirunelveli District, Tamil Nadu. He produced his own electricity from
a windmill which he designed himself. He built a house with eco friendly materials
that are naturally available in the region. Now he lives in Calicut in Kerala.
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