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SHRI VINAYAK VISHNU KHEDEKAR

Shri Vinayak Vishnu Khedekar is widely recognized for his life dedicated to the field of
folk art and culture. He is recognized for his sincere efforts for survival, revival and
dissemination of folk and tribal ethos of Goa. His major endeavor is to re-discover and re-
install cultural manifestation offorcibly converted and proscribed fold of the society, by the
Portuguese invaderfor four and half centuries in alien religion. His achievement for
restoration and effectual innovationsof indigenous art and craft forms has created landmark
on the cultural map of the world.

2. Born on 29" September, 1938, Shri Khedekar was deprived from any formal
education, but completed 12 years traditional Sanskrit, Vedic course in Gurukula. During
this period, he was attracted and deeply inspired by the tradition of songs, narration,
performances. He observed all 'annual compulsory rituals' attentively. He presented the
traditional 'Keertans', in various Goan towns and villages. He simultaneously developed a
career in Journalism. This resulted in creating awareness for indigenous culture in the state.

3. Shri Khedekar's pioneering work in the field of folklore is notable. The term 'Lokakala’
itself is a gift from him to the State of Goa by re-discovering the aboriginal art forms, and
presenting them at local, national and international platforms. He revived the age old
customs and faiths, identifying the roots of earlier rituals practiced by the converted Gawda
tribe. The same was destroyed by the Portuguese in their 450 years of ruling in Goa, by
imposing inquisition, mass conversion, devastation of temple culture, banning cultural
observation and conversing in their own dialect.

4. Shri Khedekar's quality and quantum of research findings stands magnificent. In all,
he has 17 books to his credit, namely 'Lokasarita 'and 'Goa: Land, Life and Legacy' illustrate
the clear and authentic picture of Goa's cultural treasure. He has presented his research
papers, to Ford Foundation, American Institute of Indian Studies, SNA, WZCC, NSD and
several other Institutions and Universities. He has also been invited to deliver lectures on
Goan culture in prestigious Institutions, Colleges and Universities all over the nation. He
conceptualized and documented 104 folk and tribal musical instruments, from
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Goa and Gujarat, for Sangeet Natak Akadami, alongwith Goan folk
festivals namely, Shigmo and Dhalo. After rendering 25 years of service on various executive
posts, heretired as Member secretary of State Kala Academy (1996).

5. Shri Khedekar is a recipient of awards like "State Cultural Award", "Kalidas Puraskar",
“Rang Sanman Puraskar" and many more. Most of his books are rewarded in Goa and
Maharashtra. His most important contribution in the manner of articles, research papers
and essays have occupied a space in prestigious journals, periodicals etc. He has written
more than 400 articles, on socio-cultural, agro-economical and religious-spiritual aspects in
and outside Goa.

28



A faIe fawy @SR

31} faTIe fIw] WSHR AT FRUT Siia dlds dhefl 3R AWBHT B Ui FAIUT BRl B ol U & | S
AT & e SR ST URFRIST ol e, TG AR TAR—IRIR & 310+ TR JATAT & fofg STTHT ST 2 | Sh]
TG JIRT GeITell JAPAVBINGT §RT AIe IR el db e faaeh eH—aRafid iR afa et @l
HIRP T AR DI GA--AST BRAT IR I bR RAUT FRAT 8T & | <2 el AR R wUi & JToGR 3R
TTERITCH FaraRi & & H Sa! SuT = ST & ARDHID Fa=] IR Udh UgaT BHIIH & 2 |

2 29 FTeR, 1938 DI ST &1 WSHR PIg AMTATRS & U T2l PR UTY, offh I [ohel H RS
Y TP UIRTIOT W IR dfae Uredshd ORT T | 59 a8 & SR 98 Idl, Herares, |, o, JTHd
3MfE ¥ Teei &I HiRgdh URURT B 31X ATHNT gY AR FATD URA Y | I AT aTfes IR TSI
BT IRID] I el (AT | IBIH IIaT & 3T Bl 3R Tiai § URURSD DI I fhaT | $HD 3fara,
IBI UABIRGT H BRIX W g1 | ISP 59 YA b GRUTAEIHY 5T H W el H&pid & Ufd a1 o
R BT |

3. £ WSHR 1 ATBINI @ &3 H Iecl@ 11 B (BAT © | ‘ATl 2Teq U AT H Il TIdT 15 Pl
&1 T U SUBR T OTIH STRIH ST dell & wUi Bl R I WIoTdhx IR, MY 3R ORI~
HAl IR I (HaT | 7B GRARTT TaeT ST §IRT START Yd IS STl ol STt dI ggard dl 3R i
R Af—Rarsil 3R Rerail BT gAsiiad BT | Germierdl = Tar UR 37U 450 I & AT Bl B QR
BXIETY, AR[Sd GHICRUT, HIGR HXhiT & [deds, HIplad Udl & A 3R I8l dP b U= dieil | qraeird
R Hfciee & gIRT X9 DI T B faam o |

4. 1 WSHR B MY (pYT BI YU AR ATHT AFER 2 | Bl AR Ii4 17 Y& [oT@l & | ITd!
URIE Bl H AHaRT AR MG ofs, ATSH IR -l H Mar & AP adh FHIGT Bl T 3R A0S
TER T2 T3 21 = AU MY TF BIS HIYSIE, WRFT SIS 3 3fea o, Ay,
SguIe U], TATHS!, Bs I Rl fsafdeneal nfe # uwqa foy | 9 @ <9 & ufafed !,
Dl 3R fI=afdernedl # Tar & Apd IR AR <4 & oy WY SMHEA fobar 13 7 | I |ld s
FBTEHT B ToTy U= &1, HERTSE, ISR, AT AR ISR AT & 104 Al IR SIS FIHIT areri=l,
a7 Al Aelead RIFAT 3R g1l BT Hahed T dI 3R S9d Sl IR 6T | fafi= SRIGRNT gal U= 25 99
1 AT Y&T B GY IY 1996 ¥ [T Bl APIGH B Faw Aled b wY H Jari-gsi gy |

5. 3 WSHR DI AIH UG 5T HiEpiid JREBR’, “DIfTa REBR’, " TR REBR” AT
weT T 7T & | IT] AMBIRT Y TaT AR FERTE H YRIB @ | ATelkd, TN U=, 4y & & H Iq!
SPpC I DI AISd STiel, UFepraii afrfe | oI f7efl € | Tar H SR S d1e” A1 Th—HIRD <D,
FH—fI9T IR anfii—amenfcrs Tgell IR S 400 | fdd g THIRIT §U © |
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