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PROF. BRAJ BASI LAL

A world-renowned archaeologist, Prof. Braj Basi Lal was the Director General of the
Archaeological Survey of India from 1968 to 1972. In the latter years, he took voluntary
retirement to pursue his research programs independently. First, he joined Jiwaji
University, Gwalior as a professor and later the Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla
of which he was also the Director.

2. Born on 2™ May, 1921, Prof. Lal did his master's from Allahabad University in
Sanskrit obtaining a first-class-first. Thereafter, he joined the Archaeological Survey of
India in 1946. His excavations cover a very wide range, from Palaeolithic times to the early
historical. At Kalibangan, Rajasthan, he excavated a prosperous city of the Harappan
Civilization. The excavations unearthed the evidence of the earliest agricultural field and
the earliest earthquake. The excavations at Hastinapura, Indraprastha, etc., have
established that Mahabharata was itihaas. Likewise, his excavations at Ayodhya,
Shringaverpura, etc., have indicated that the Ramayana too has a basis in history. In 1961,
he conducted excavations in Egypt also, which threw welcome light on Egyptian prehistory.

S Prof. Lal's publications include over 150 seminal research papers, published in
scientific journals, both in India and abroad: USA, UK, France, Italy, Russia, Egypt,
Afghanistan, Japan, etc. Amongst his books are The Earliest Civilization of South Asia (1997);
New Light on Indus Civilization (1998); The Saraswati Flows On: Continuity of Indian Culture
(2002); How Deep are the Roots of Indian Civilization: Archaeology Answers (2009); Historicity
of the Mahabharata: Evidence of Literature, Art and Archaeology (2013); The Rigvedic People:
Invaders? / Immigrants? / Or Indigenous: Evidence of Archaeology and Literature (2015);
Kaushambi Revisited (2017); The Rise of Civilization in the Ganga Valley (2018); Indraprastha:
The Earliest City Going Back to the Mahabharata Times (2021); and others.

4. Prof. Lal was awarded D.Litt. (Honoris Causa) in 1994 by the Institute of
Archaeology, St. Petersburg, Russia. The same year, he presided over World Archaeological
Congress. He has been chairman and member of several committees of UNESCO. In 1979,
Nalanda University awarded him the title of Vidyavaridhi, and in 1982, Mithila
Vishwavidyalaya honoured him with the title of Mahamahopadhaya. In 1997, the then Vice
President of India released a Felicitation Volume Facets of Indian Civilisation in his honour.
In 2014, the Deccan College Postgraduate and Research Institute, Pune conferred on him D.
Litt. (Honoris Causa),In 2019, the Vice President of India honoured Prof. Lal by releasing a
three-volume set of a book titled "Felicitating an Archaeological Legend: Prof. Braj Basi Lal."

Ot Prof. Lal was honoured with Padma Bhushan in the year 2000 in recognition of his
contribution to archaeology, by the President of India.
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9. 99 9 o1l

faree faweara qrIafde, 1. 997 aRY ATl 99 1968 W 1972 T HRIY YRIcTd HIEUT & HBIQ LD I8
2| 918 H, I=i wWad B I AT MY BRI YH A B ol Wied Jar-giy of off | 98, ggel Siarell
faeafdene, waferR & WHeR IR TgWRId ST SXieye 3ifh Teard e, R & fFeee & e W B |

2 U1, ST BT S7H 2 Hs, 1921 H T3T AT| I/ ScleEIs [Aeafdanad & G¥ha | U 01 3 (U=
RIS BT TSUT I BT | $9@ U, 787 a¥ 1946 H AR YRI@ HI&oT § USHR T80T 6 | 39
gRT RIS AT GaTg H YRTUTYTO] HleT A iR Jd UTBTRID BIeT Tb Bl ol Plei—TS MHA & | DTt
RISIRT H 81+ GaTs PRI SSUT AT D Uh AYG BR Pl G& (DTl | $H IXRITT B H 78I+ YRIA
Y B Tl IR YHH & H1eA] BT G [T | SRAAYR, STHIR 371 | Bl T8 Yals ¥ I8 NG gall © b
HEMRT Ud SIUET o | SUT UHR, AT, $TdRYR 3Mfe H S97d gRT HIs AT GaTs ¥ I YT efdl © [h
M T STg AT Sfaery § wfUd © | 99 1961 ¥ I=i4 79 4 AT Gars &1 S dvn forad e & 34
S8t & qR # UdT =TT |

3. . A & R 3R TR Q2 I JUHY, Y, iv, 3Teil, o, g, IR, ST 3Mfe ot
deiTi~eh U—Uf3ebrall § 150 | TGl HifoTd e U Feh11RId BY & | I Y 4 & sifetgee Rifdetrgsier
3Tt AT TR (1997); = TSC 3i1F 389 RS oIer (1998); fa AR¥E! FallSl 3iH: HifcgT it SiST
FHoaR (2002); S SU R € wed 3ifh 3fea Rfaarsorem: anfdharaiol s (2009) R 3w €
HEMRA: Ufded i forevar, e e anfdhardion (2013); & Fvdfes fiuew: g<=d /sfHined /3R
fefor: Ufas¥ oifw snfdaratsh Us forevar (2015); dRme RfARies (2017); & gt ifw Rifdargorem
S 1T el (2018); SvsiRer: 3 iferue Rt M 9% € § #HemRd <8R (2021); o1fe wnfiret € |

4, 1. Tl Bl § TEICYC 3T JAThATATSH, e GIeHaw, d gRT a9 1994 H S.fele. &l A< IUTe |
AT O T | S0 a9 IiH dee Afh ATt oTdhel B DI SEFLAT DI | 98 JAWD! DI 3D AR &
37eeT 3R e W ¥ © | 9N 1979 H, I8 Aleial f[awdfdened g1 faemarRfey o Surfey | w=afa faa T
31R 1982 #, fHferet favafdene 1 I AeMEMTEI & IuTe | fRfd fHar | 9 1997 #, MRA & dhlet
I MU 7 I FHE H Hhied 31 fead Rifdegore™ & sifive Es &1 faqa- foar | 99 2014 4, €
STDh Piciol URE Ugue Us RAd sWIce, Iul 1 I <. fofe. 3l #1e SuTey 4 F#A1fId o, ay 2019 ¥,
ART @ Teblele SY LUl 7 BRI U snfbaiadiiTad oivie: 1. g5 a1l dfel” e J&idh &
TS &1 fAHre R MhHAR oTel DI TR (BT |

5. URICTCd AT o &1 # U1, ATl & NG & foTg, a9 2000 H ART & MUl §RT I8 UgH U1 I A
I far T R |




