Padma Shri

DR. RAJAT KUMAR KAR

Dr. Rajat Kumar Kar is an economist, educational planner and administrator,
retired as Director Teacher Education and SCERT Govt. of Odisha. He is widely recognized
around the world as the oldest and longest living commentator of the Car Festival (Ratha
Yatra) of Lord Jagannath in both radio/television media since 1958. He is also a pioneer in
reviving the dying art of 'Pala’ and popularizing it throughout Odisha.

2. Born on 2™ October, 1934 at Cuttack, Dr. Kar did his initial schooling from
Ravenshaw Collegiate School and his Master's in economics from Utkal University in 1953.
Later on, after a period of lectureship in Bhadrak and Jeypore, he moved in as an
administrator in the education department with a distinguished career of over three
decades. During his service in the department at various positions, he achieved many
milestones- like becoming the First Joint Director of Non-formal Education. Under his
stewardship, Odisha got first prize for implementation of non-formal education in Odisha.
The State was also awarded another first prize for implementation of Adult Education
under his leadership as Director Elementary and Adult Education.

() Dr. Kar has taken up the mission of popularizing Kavi Samrat Upendra Bhanja and
other ancient literature of Odisha. Since 1944, he has been associated with movement for
Odisha's cultural renaissance entitled “Bhanja Jayanti”. He strived hard for propagation of
Odisha's traditional culture including delineation of specialty in Upendra Bhanja and other
mediaeval poets. He also made efforts for preservation of Odissi music and dance from
1950. He led this movement from 1960 as President of Kalinga Bharati. He has highlighted
the special features of Upendra Bhanja's writings and illustrated the high philosophy of life
in his literature worldwide for over a period of six decades.

4. Dr. Kar has to his credit a number of popular articles and research papers based on
his research throughout his life, published in various magazines and newspapers
worldwide. He provided guidance in reshaping and reviving performance of Pala and
worked in popularizing it by conducting various talent hunt competitions throughout
Odisha. This effort has been crowned with success by a popular television series entitled
'Badi-Pala' and has brought a new energy in the lives of the 'Pala’ performers. Since, 1951,
heis the oldest surviving active "A-grade' Actor and Drama-Artist of AIR, Cuttack.

i Dr. Kar is a recipient of many regional, national and international awards including
Odisha Sahitya Akademy's “Life Time Achievement Award” in 2018; Honorary D.Lit. by
Utkal University of Culture in 2017; Eminent Orator Award from Orissa Society of
Americans, United States of America Jagannath Society of America Award from JSA
America, Chicago in 2000 and many more such awards. He is a playwright of five popular
plays for radio and television besides several one-act plays for which he has been conferred
the 'Best-playwright' award by Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademy in the year 1995.
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