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SHRI MAHESH KUMAR KANODIA (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Mahesh Kumar Kanodia was a renowned music director, film producer, play
back singer, and stage music performer from Gujarat. He is the founder of 'Mahesh
Kumar and Party' (Musical Party).

2. Born on 27" January, 1937, in the Mehsana district, in a Dalit, Vankar family, Shri
Kanodia spent his childhood in struggle and poverty. At the age of seven, he started
singing. In 1952, he debuted as a playback singer for the Hindi film ‘Rajrani Damyanti’
and in 1969, he commenced his career as a music director in the Gujarati film 'Veli ne
aavya ful'. Since 1953, he has selflessly dedicated his life for art and music. In 1967, he
started his journey as a producer for the film 'Vanzari Vaav'. His music party "Mahesh
Kumar and party' has entertained the people of India and abroad, having performed in
more than 14,000 stage shows for 65 years.

S8 Shri Kanodia has served as a music director and playback singer for more than 125
Gujarati films and more than 15 Hindi and other regional language films. He has given his
voice to more than 1000 songs during his career. He has produced 7 Gujarati films and a
Hindi film. He has made immense contributions to Gujarati folk music and has acted as
an ambassador for Gujarati folk music at national and international stages.

4. Shri Kanodia raised donations through his performance for the Morbi Flood relief
program in the Chief Minister Relief fund in 1979-80. Again, during the 2001-earthquakes,
he provided the required aid and help at Kutch & Bhuj in Gujarat. He was elected as the
Member of Parliament representing the Patan constituency and held the seat from 1991 to
2000. He was again elected from 2004 to 2009. He established the 'Aryogya dharn' hospital
in his native place Kanoda, Distt. Mhesana, for the welfare of the poor and needy.

S. Shri Kanodia is a recipient of many international, national & state level awards and
honors for his life dedicated to music and social activities. He has been conferred with the
best music director award from the Gujarat state government in the year 1970-71, 1974-
75, 1980-81, 1991-92, 1994-95, 1997-98, and 2002-03. Moreover, he has received the
best playback singer award twice in 1974-75 and 1981-82. His film Jog Sanjog (1980-81)
won the best film award of the year from the Gujarat state Government. He has been
presented the special honor by the Film & Television Institute of Pune, by Giant International
and by the Hind Seva Parishad of Mumbai. Internationally, he has been conferred multiple
distinctions like the Ravindranath Tagore International Award for Culture and Music (2002)
by the LAO 2002 international Year of Cultural Heritage and Eco-Tourism. Moreover, he has
been distinguished by various social organizations in India and has also been awarded the
Transmedia Life Time Achievement award from the Gujarati film industry.

0. Shri Kanodia passed away on 25" October, 2020.
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sfi AR HAR HAITSAT (ARVNTURIA)

1 7% FAR HANSIT ORI & SIH—AH Fifi Fderes, fhew FHidn, urka e ik /9 il
HABR I | 98 e FAR §s Ul (RfTed urc) & Hwems ¢ |
2 27 STAR1, 1937 DI HEATON 7ol H e Sford, a-is URAR H ST 31 HAIfSdT o AU F994 Hoy
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U @ | 98 uled  {afer &F | |E 9o Y 37R 1991 | 2000 IP G I8 | I8 2004 H 2009 Th R
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6. 25 JTFTH, 2020 DI H1 HAINSAT BT SETAAT BT 1T |
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SHRI NARESH KANODIA

Shri Naresh Kanodia, popularly known as the Millennium megastar of Gujarati film
industry, was a renowned actor, music director, film producer, play back singer, stage
music performer from Gujarat. His career of 51 years boasts more than 150 Gujarati films
to his fame.

2. Born on 20" August, 1943 in a Dalit family at Ahmedabad, Shri Kanodia started his
career as a street singer which led him to be an actor and subsequently a film star. Due to
the poor socio-economic situations in the family, he along with his elder brother Shri
Mahesh Kumar, used to work in musical parties and He joined the musical group 'Mahesh
Kumar and Party' at a young age of ten years and performed more than 1400 shows
worldwide.

S¥ Shri Kanodia has spread Gujarati folk music at both national and international
platforms through 'Mahesh Kumar and party'. After an extensive period of struggle, in
1969, he got the opportunity to contribute as a music director with the producer-director
Chandrkant Sangani for the film “Veli ne avya ful” and also debuted as an actor in this film.
In 1976, he started serving as a film producer under the production house of 'Mahesh
Kumar and Party' for their first film 'Vanzari vaav'. He has served as the ambassador for
Gujarati folk music. Since 1970 he along with Shri Mahesh Kanodia, has served as music
director for more than 125 Gujarati films and 15 Hindi films.

4. Shri Kanodia has contributed to various social aids and has led actions for good
cause. He has raised donations through his stage shows and performances for the Morbi
Flood relief program in the Chief Minister Relief fund. Again, during the 2001 earthquakes,
he provided the required aid and help at Kutch & Bhuj in Gujarat. He won the 2002
election from the Karjan seat and accordingly served the society as a member of the
Gujarat Legislative Assembly.

S. Shri Kanodia has been honored with various awards for his outstanding
performance in the film industry and his dedicated work for spreading the Gujarati folk
music. He has been honored by the President of India, the Dadasaheb Falke Academy, and
the Gujarat State Government. He has been conferred with the best music director award
from the Government of Gujarat in the year 1970-71, 1974-75, 1980-81, 1991-92, 1994-
95, 1997-98, and 2002-03. His film Jog Sanjog (1980-81) won the best film award of the
year from the Gujarat state government. Moreover, he has received the best actor award
twice in 1980-81 and 1987-88. He has been distinguished by the United World Book of
Records for being part of the most silver jubilee Gujarati films as a lead actor. He has also
been awarded the Transmedia Life Time Achievement Award by the Gujarati film industry.

6. Shri Kanodia passed away on 27" October, 2020.
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