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MATHA B. MANJAMMA JOGATI

Matha B. Manjamma Jogati is the Chairman of Karnataka Janapada
(Folklore) Academy, an autonomous body of Government of Karnataka in the
Department of Kannada & Culture. Matha Manjamma has been instrumental in
popularizing the folk art forms practiced in rural Karnataka, Maharashtra and
parts of Andhra Pradesh.

2 Born on 20" May, 1957, Matha Manjamma belongs to Jogappa community, a
transgender community in North Karnataka, who are believed to be possessed by
Goddess Yellamma. Matha Manjamma's life was very hard and she was disowned by
her family as she was a transgender. After she left home, she met her guru Kaalavva
Jogati from whom she learnt Jogati folk dance form and started performing along
with her. Amid all her hardships, poverty and social exclusion, she mastered,
among other art forms, the Jogati Nritya, Janapada songs and Kannada language
sonnets in praise of various female deities.

G Matha Manjamma has so far presented hundreds of folk dance performances
throughout Karnataka besides participating in number of festivals, fairs and
cultural activities outside the State and has been admired by one and all. She has
also trained a number of students in this rare folk art form. Her performances have
been recorded and screened through many documentaries, cinemas, Doordarshan
programmes and Akashavani broadcasting. Also, she has showcased her talent by
acting in many mythological dramas in various roles.

4. Matha Manjamma received the Karnataka Rajyotsava Award in the year
2010-11, Karnataka Janapada & Yakshagana Academy Award in 2006-07 apart
from receiving a number of other awards and honours from different cultural
institutions/organisations. She has also served as a Member of the Karnataka
Janapada Academy from 2017 to 2019 before being elevated to the position of
Chairman of the Academy in 2019, the first transgender to hold this position.
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@ w0 H A1 BRI BR Gl & 31X 98 39 & DI AT dTell Tgal] b~k § |




