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SMT. PURNAMASI JANI

Smt. Purnamasi Jani is a noted Kui poetess from Odisha known for her
devotional songs and poems which she sings in Kui dialect. She is a tribal social
activist and spiritual leader from Kandhamal District of Odisha. She has done a lot
of work to spread social harmony, education, removal of superstitions,
improvement of living conditions among the tribal people of Odisha mainly in
Kandhamal, Boudh, Kalahandi and undivided Koraput District.

2 Born on 1% January, 1936 in the Village Dalapada of Khandhal District,
Odisha in a kui tribal family, Smt. Purnamasi married to Nilakantha Jani of
Charipada Village of Kandhamal at an early age. She went to the holy hill of
Tadisaru, worshipped by Kui tribes of Kandhamal for a special prayer in 1969, and
with deep devotion and meditation, started singing Bhajans, Aratis and devotional
songs instantly for two to three hours. Though, she is illiterate and only able to
speak in Kui tribal language, she has been singing songs in Odia, Kui and Sanskrit
language. Her each songis unique in itself with proper rhythm and with high social,
moral, spiritual values.

3! Smt. Purnamasi has been visiting different villages of Kandhamal and
through her devotional songs, has been creating awareness among tribal people
about the ill effects of various social evils such as superstitions, drinking liquors,
early age girl marriage, wrong information about family planning etc. She has been
instrumental in creating harmony among many broken tribal families and bringing
unsocial youth to the mainstream of the society. She has also been working towards
education of girl child. Her social service through prayers and devotional songs has
spread gradually from Kandhamal to different other parts of Odisha. She has been
invited by different social and spiritual organizations, literature groups, tribal
organizations for prayer and social messages.

4. Smt. Purnamasi has received various honours and awards including Odisha
Sahitya Academy award for poetry in 2006; South Odisha Literature award 2008;
Bhasa and Sanskriti Academy award 2008; Felicitation by Sri Jagannath temple
admistration in 1996; Ananya Srikhetra Samman 2017; Kandhamal District
Literature Festival award 1993; Banshidhar Lila Panda Saraswati Sammana 2018;
Aranya Santha Sammana 2018 by Kalinga Bharati Foundation, New Delhi etc.
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ST qUTHTAT SIT1 SIS 1 U IR G AR & Sil G dlctl & 37U+ HoTAl 3R Hiaarei &
fow ufrg 2 | 98 oNifeen & demTe Tl @1 Ua SIS AT BRIGdT 1R STeaTfedd TS © | Soid
I WU Y HYATS, dlg, Breleis! AR IIIRTT DRIYE [Tl # I8+ dTel NS & SoIig i & drd
AT FeTd, FRIE & TaR—U4R, FeIfdeard S, Xe—Ha ! R H IR oA & [Ty BIH! B
fHar g |

2 1 SITe, 1936 I NS B WeTel fSTel & Selus T b U ds SITolcid URAR H ST 2141
Ui T fddT8 HH SH § HEATS & ARIUG 1T & el STl I 3T AT | I8 1969 H Teb A=y Trei &
foTg e B 8 ST KT goil ST dTell dIfSHrs &I ufds UgTel IR g IR 3T 4fth 3R ATeT
& A1 TR Sl e Teb 9ol TR SARAT el X&T | I g8 (AReR & 3R dael g SISl alell diel
HHA © clfhT 98 ASAT, B 3MR TP |9 H T T0H & | Y& oI H Jad SADT U I U+ 3779 H
TS BIAT & 3R S d AHIRTh, Afird 3iR meanford Jou 1fad 21 € |

3. ST YUY PHEATA b (AT Tial BT QIRT PR I8 & SR 37U Afh Ml & Aegq A ATfeariy
AN H SiEfdary, HEUE, BF A1g H A1 fddrs, uRaR RIS & aR H Told SHeR] 3fa 3d
AT GRISAT ® GHHTAl & TR H SIFTRadhdl UaT &R 8l © | 98 A9—H9Cld H B ds SIoliig URARI &
dra 1T U7 v iR AR JaTall Bl FHTS &) JRIeRT # o # Agcayof yfier fmh <& € | a8
qrfereptall ®1 e &1 fem 3§ f Sl B BT § | [SAD! FHIS HaT WA 3R Wi @ AeH I dR—4R
DA A ST B A~ 37 AT H Bt gool © | fAf—~ qraniSies iR smegifcqsd dire-, Aifefcad
T, SIS I3 S U1eiHT 3R AT Hagli @ o7y i3 o © |

4. ST YUMERT B 2006 H HiAdT & foly AMSIUT AT AbIadl REPR Ald A= F=11 31R
QRIBR YT 8 b & (T4 &7 STSTT A2 YREBIR 2008; HINT AR FIHIT ABIGHT JIEBIR 2008; 1996
H S ST /R YR §RT GHT; 310 S71&r3 FHAT 2017; HUHTe fOTelT |Ifged Helcdd YRIbR 1993;
FINER ofTelT UST IRIad FHTH 2018; BT IRl BIesSIH, T ool §RT 3RUY Td AHT 2018 3T
MAA E |
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