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MAULANA WAHIDUDDIN KHAN (POSTHUMOUS)

Maulana Wahiduddin Khan was an Islamic spiritual scholar, who adopted peace as the
mission of his life. Known for his Gandhian views, he considered non-violence as the only method to
achieve success.

2. Born on 1% January, 1925 in Azamgarh, the Maulana Wahiduddin Khan was educated in a
traditional seminary, the Madrasatul Isiah, in Sarai Mir, near Azamgarh. Since his family was
involved in India's freedom struggle from the very outset, as a very young man, he became a staunch
nationalist with Gandhian values in the period prior to India gaining its independence in 1947, and he
continued to be such till death. He became well-versed in both classical Islamic learning and modern
science as a result of his quest and resulting research.

3 Maulana Wahiduddin Khan realized the need to present Islamic teachings in the style and
language of modern times. His primary concern has been to present Islam as a perfectly suitable
ideology of peace for the modern age. Having a deep understanding of the original Arabic scriptures
and with his extensive research in the fields of modern thought and science, he has presented to the
world- in the modern idiom-the real face of Islam, based as it is on peace, tolerance and co-existence.
He dispeled the notion that Islam is a religion of violence, a notion that has gained currency in the
present times, because of Islam being misrepresented and therefore misunderstood.

4. Maulana Wahiduddin Khan established the Islamic Centre at New Delhi in 1970.
Subsequently, the organ of the Centre, Al-Risala—the monthly magazine—was launched in Urdu in
1976. This journal, consisting entirely of his own articles, quickly acquired a wide circulation
throughout the Urdu-speaking world, and has done much to make people understand the peaceful
face of Islam, to awaken in Muslims a new awareness of their social responsibilities and to promote
positive thinking and action. Its English version, published under the title Spirit of Islam, helps to re-
engineer minds towards positivity so that they become peaceful members of society.

5. Maulana Wahiduddin Khan established CPS International, i.e. Centre for Peace and
Spirituality in January 2001. As is apparent from its name, the organization aims to promote and
reinforce the culture of peace through mind-based spirituality. Under his patronage and inspired by
his spiritual wisdom, the activities of the centre that include peace and inter-faith efforts help
individuals understand the importance of peace and become peaceful. He translated the Quran into
Urdu along with a commentary in the form of Tazkirul Quran. It's English, The Quran and Hindi,
Pavitra Quran, versions are widely read. He has authored over 200 books on Islam, prophetic wisdom,
spirituality and peaceful co-existence in a multi-ethnic society.

6. Maulana Wahiduddin Khan is the recipient of several national and International awards. He
put forward a proposal for a worldwide movement for nuclear disarmament at a peace forum held at
Zug in Switzerland in 2002. On the occasion, he was awarded the Demiurgus Peace International
Award by the Nuclear Disarmament Forum AG. He has been honoured with title of Ambassador of
Peace by the International Federation for World Peace, Korea and was also awarded Sayyidina Imam
Al Hassan Ibn Ali Peace Award (2015) in Abu Dhabi and Life Time Achievement Award by the Islamic
Society of North America (ISNA) at Chicago in Sep 2015. Some of the other awards presented to him
are the Padma Bhushan Award; the Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavna Award; the National
Integration Award; the Communal Harmony Award; the Diwaliben Mohan Lal Mehta Award; the
National Amity Award; the Dilli Gaurav Award; the FIE Foundation Award; the Urdu Academy Award;
the Aruna Asaf Ali Sadbhavna Award; National Citizen's Award.

7. Maulana Wahiduddin Khan passed away on 21 April, 2021.
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