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SMT. SHANTI DEVI

Smt. Shanti Devi is the President of Seva Samaj, founded on 11" September,
1964 at Rayagada District in Odisha.

2. Born on 18" April, 1934, Smt. Shanti Devi received her general education from
Fakir Mohan Collage Balasore Odisha in 1951. After her marriage with Dr. Ratan Das,
in 1951, she came to Koraput, a Tribal populated area. In 1953, She along with her
husband moved to village Sankhalapadar near Rayagada. Some of the people living in
this small village were suffering from leprosy and yaws. Smt. Shanti Devi began her
work by servicing those patients. She worked there for 4 years to eradicate the yaws
disease and also succeeded in her effort.

S Smt. Shanti Devi came to Rayagada, joined Bhoodan Movement of Sant Vinobaji
from 1956 to 1980, in the mean time she founded Seva Samaj in 1964 at Rayagada with
strength of 8 Tribal girls. After 3 years, she established another Tribal girl's hostel at
Gunupur. She worked as a lecturer in Khadi Vidyalayaa, Gopalbadi under Khadi and
Village Industries. Then she became the Joint Secretary of Nabjeevan Mandal. After few
years she became the Secretary of Odisha Bhoodan Yagna Samittee and also member
of State Social Welfare Board in Odisha. In 1978, she became President of Odisha
Prohibition Committee and she served as the member of Certification Committee of
Khadi and Village Industries during 1980-81. She established an Orphan girls Home at
Jabargauda in Padmapur Block and also started Rehabilitation Training Camp for
destitute Women at Gunupur. She became executive member of Sarvodaya Parishad
and member of Governing Body of Gunupur Collage. She also served as honorary
Judge of Juvenile Court of Koraput and Gajapati Districtin 1990.

4. Smt. Shanti Devi took part in peace and non-violence March in 4 phases from
2010 to 2013 with 20 Sarvodaya activists on behalf of Sarvodaya Samaj. The march
covered 20 Maoist Districts of Odisha and 3 Districts of Andhra Predesh and
Dantewada District of Chhatishgarh. She has also to her credit publication of several
books including Ahinsara Anweshana (Odia translation of Vinobajis Biography); Divya
Sannidhya (Maha Guhame Prabesh) of Vinobaji; Paban Purush Sri Ramkrushna (In
Odia); Ram Charita Manas(Odia translation of Tulsi Das's Ramcharita Manasa),
Sanchyita (55 Poems) in Odiya By Rabindra Nath Tagore.

S. Smt. Shanti Devi is the recipient of many awards and honours. She received
National Award by the Ministry of Women and Child Welfare 1991, Jamnalal Bajaj
Award in 1994 and many other awards from different Social Institutions, State
Governments and different foundations etc..
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