Padma Shri

SMT. HANJABAM ONGBI RADHE SHARMI

Smt. Hanjabam Ongbi Radhe Sharmi is a well known artist in the field of
Totloi' making from the state of Manipur. She is lovingly known to many as "Abok
Radhe' where Abok stands for 'grandma’ in the Meitei language. Since the past 50
years, she has been working as a Totloi Setpi' (wedding dresser).

2} Born on 2™ March, 1941 in a small village called Samaram, Manipur, Smt.
Hanjabam started as Totloi' dresser when she was 25 years old. Totloi' is a
traditional bridal dress worn by the Manipuri brides on their wedding ceremony.
Shaped in a stiff cylindrical skirt, this Totloi, usually comes in red, pink and green
colours, adorned with traditional motifs, it is worn with a traditional shawl knows as
'innaphi' and a blouse made of rich fabrics.

<) Smt. Hanjabam's involvement with the Totloi' dressing over a long time had
made her confident to make Totloi' with her own exquisite designs and motifs. She
has dressed over 1,000+ brides with her own hand-made Totlois' till recent days. To
refine her handiwork, she was trained under Shri Khurailakpam Iboton Sharma,
renowned dance teacher and dress designer. In addition to this, she also makes
costumes for Ras Leela dance and the Khamba-Thoibi dance, a folk dance
performed in the Lai Haraoba festival of the Meitei community, commonly
celebrated in the month of May every year. With the passing years, she has been
training the local artisans in art of Totloi' making and helping them to become self-
employed and self - sustained economically.

4. Smt. Hanjabam has been a recipient of various awards and honours in
consideration of her contribution to the society and also in recognition of her strong
will to develop the art form of Totloi' making and its propagation to the younger
generations of our society,

48



sl srorew it <rer ot

ST EToTad 34T T TR AIOTYR 15T H 991+ aTell AIdells’ ol GINIE HelldR © | 980 9 ]
S TR ¥ IEH Y b /T H S & FOTaH 376l Bl Jds 9191 § ‘Il Hel oidl & | {Use 50 99 9 98
Ardelrs AT (darfads dreme AT & dR IR BH R @l ¢ |

2 HOTYR & HHARM A6 b BIC A T H 2 A9, 1941 H S, 2! gIo194 o 25 a4 &l IF H
dldells SR @ B H BRI HRAT Yw (b1 oA | didells ATgE o gRT fddrs FHRIE § Ugil S drell
T URANE UMD © | T Ol 85 SoIDBR Ihe & IMPBR B AIdals AMAR TR oATel, T SR 8 T
DI BT T | I8 URFIRS Tl A A Bl © | I8 'S AAH F ST ST dTell eMel & A1 AR B!
I A I ATSST B AT &I el 2 |

3. ST BT919H ofd FAI | dldells UIkNd A0 & M A IS! I8! & 9ol 98 qefdrgdd 9+
31 TSN 3R AT & |1l Alclells JIR PR ol & | I8 9 b U BOIR ¥ Al goadl d oY U
Bl W AIals TIR BR Gl & | ST PRI BT FER & fog uiig 7 Rield 3k $9 fSos=R 0
GREABYH ST T §RT Sv2 U1 A1 7137 | S SffaRad, 98 Hils 99ar & 8% ay #g #ei 4
HATY ST dTel TS BRIT HEledd # 81 dTel I ollell 97 3R awdr—oigdl 9 o forg 0 Jengr g+ € |
O I91 @ AT, I8 IR HRIRI B Aldals IR B Bl SHefl RIENdl 8T 2 3R 378 WRISHR Jad
I 3R AT T/Y A SMAHR g1+ H 748G BT 2 |

4. HATS H SIHAT BT0gH & AN DI &1 H @ 8Y 3R Aldalls (IR BRA Bl bl Dl [adbiae
BR TAT AT Dbl ol YISl & 4 DT TAR—IHR B & IIcb G Hchod Dl FHT DR 8Y, I
3T JRIBR 3IR FHA U by Y |

48



