Padma Shri
4 )

SHRI NARAYAN DEBNATH

Shri Narayan Debnath is a renowned comic artist, writer and illustrator in field of
Bengali literature. His famous creations and work in Bengali comics are Handa Bhonda (1962),
Bantul The Great (1965) and Nonte Fonte (1969). Apart from comics, he has done numerous
illustrations for book cover page, story scenario and cartoons for a period of more than 60 years.
He is an immensely popular figure in Bengali comics literature. His works are milestones in the
history of Bengali comic literature.

2, Born on 21" November, 1925, Shri Debnath was interested in visual arts from a very
early age. He studied fine arts from Indian Art College for five years but discontinued before
getting his final degree. He started his career as a freelancer for advertising agencies creating
movie slides and logos. In 1950, he was introduced to Dev Sahitya Kutir, a major publishing
house. From 1950 to 1961, he illustrated a number of children's books including adventure
novels and Western classics in translation. His journey in comics started in 1962 with Handa-
Bhonda in Shuktara (popular Bengali children's magazine) published from Dev Sahitya Kutir.

S Shri Debnath's first colored comic character 'Bantul the Great' was published in May-
June edition of Shuktara. It was probably Bengal's first superhero character that was
illustrated with red and black ink. It also acquired great admiration among the readers due to
super-heroic yet comic action activities of Bantul. Apart from Bantul the Great, he also
illustrated Rabi Chobi (1961), written by Bimal Ghosh about the childhood days of
Rabindranath Tagore. His Rajar Raja/Chobite Vivekananda (1962) recreates the life and times
of Swami Vivekananda, while his Chitre Durgeshnandini (1962) re-imagines Bankimchandra
Chattopadhyay's novel Durgeshnandini in graphic novel techniques. But it was his Handa
Bhoda (1962), Nonte Phonte (1969) and Shootki ar Mootki (1964) that revolutionized the comic
genre in Bengal through the familiar trope of the 'terrible twins' at boarding school.

4. Shri Debnath gave birth to eponymous cartoon characters- Nonte and Phonte in 1969,
and since then, stories revolving around them, have been regularly published in “Kishor
Bharati” magazine. He created the record of doing highest number of illustrations in Bengal.
His work for Tarzan stories which was continuous for 42 years, Bengali translation of foreign
novels etc. are among his great works of illustration. He also created Detective Kaushik, an
action adventure comics of serious genre. His style and composition mainly focused on
characters speaking in the typical language of Bengali adda (the quintessential Bengali gossip
sessions lasting hours) topped up with down to earth humour and subtle punning. Most of his
work has been adapted for Bengali television. Nonte Phonte and Bantul the Great are animated
shows now. A television series called Handa Bhonda was briefly on air.

S Shri Debnath till now has received innumerable awards and accolades from different
cultural sectors of society. In 2007, he was awarded “President's Special Recognition Award” at
New Delhi. In 2013, he was awarded “Sahitya Akademi” and in the same year, he also received
“Banga Bibhushan Award” from West Bengal Government. In 2015, he was awarded the
honorary “D. Litt” degree by Rabindra Bharati.
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it ARTIOT 9T

S TRTICT ST GTeAT AR ST & STH—H B8R HATHR, ogd 3R RFBR B | 7Tl difaad #
ST TRTE G BTST WIST (1962), a1 T UT (1965) 31X Al HIC (1969) T | P @ Tcl@l, I8l 60 A
31 I T GEIDhl & @Y, HAT AT IR HIcd & oIy e o 91 2 | 98 d97Tell difas Hifecd @t
U 3T ATBINI BRI & | D! Pl dTell BT AR & Siasr H BIf—wT™ 2 |

2. 21 TIRR, 1925 H ST 31 QI1Y B B 95 81 BIS] IH H & §& DAl DI AR G 15 ofl | I/ U=
I TP ST AT DicTol A BIST CH Bl USTS DI, offch a1 S BRI &1 & Ugel 8l I8 a9 H Ugls
BISAl TS! | I8 fhed TS IR AN g1 A= Tl & {7y 9aR WIAR 310 BRI B FOAT
DT | 1950 H ITHT HHD U T TR 8 <9 AIeed HeR A §IAT | 1950 I 1961 T Sai+ Aj[ac AP
SUATHT IR U Ih Hicrl Aled g2l Bl 3 GKIbi & o1 &3 991 | i H ITehT AHR 1962 H
T A HER A TR YhRT (ARSI STl I1e1 D) H - gler—iel ¥ Yo gafl ol |

3. 1 Qg1 BT Ul I 8RY ARF ‘ISl & U’ YRhIRT & HS—S[ HEHROT H JehTIRId 31T AT | I8 FHad:
T BT Ugell GURERT fhRaR AT ST SlTet 31k dlell WTe! &I fhar 127 o | S99+ dga @l 98183l 4 WY
IR ERIVSE HRAMI & HRUT UIGHI & drd B! YT IR | 9l & UT &A@l I8/ G SR B
TgU_ & fedl & IR H ¥ 91 &1 7= &6 BId! (1961)@ forg Hf fors 99910 | 9@ IOTR o1/ Bifdd fadarg
(1962) & @M fdawmTe @ Sfiad iR Brege & gAifad far T 2, Safds 9o feagiema (1962) #
TTftheh IUATH Tdh-ih] B SIRY dfhAds TSI & SUIN GIeFIGAl & JADhed Bl T8 & | oifd I8
IHT BIST AT (1962), Al WIT (1969) AR TYCHI 3R Hd! (1964) B A7 FST ST Thet & "3 SJedl g2
D SIH—H HUD D HEIH H T B S Aell H BTy daerrd R Qa1 |

4, 21 QG 7 1969 H BICA UHI—AIC AR BIC I T AT iR T A I ga—Ia gl FHar-i
T wu A fPeR AR 93T 3§ JeIR g8 © | S=iF ad § 999 STl ST 4 7F 949 @1 Rafe
T | SToiA HEIAT & oY 42 99T T SIRT ST B, el U= & FTell gare H FREar e 39!
A8 Pl H YAR © | IBIA TR Aell BT TRM TsdeR HifFad fecfded iftie A1 915 | ST el 3R
RN JRG HU A ATl Mg (Sl @l arell @HTell Uy &I Falpte |H) Pl S AT it arel urai &
AII—ATT HY AR B 3R Fehl—Fod! Jeatdroll IR biad I8l | I6] SATIAR DG Gl TellfdorT &
forg wufaRa &1 78 & | Al Wic 3R 9 T U< 319 YRS o § | BT 4IST Hd U Collfasrd kel 4 ofig
F7g & forg oTRa g8 |

5. 7 ST BT 379 T A B A= AiRpfad &3 | AT REBR iR TRNT U< g8 2 | 2007 .
Ig g Qe # "IrgUfcy & ARy R qREPR” UaT fhar 31| 2013 W I8 “AIfeed fbIaHl” §IRT AHTII
o T @ik I o I ufaH T IRER @Y R F ST AT REHR” A IS f6ar AT | 2015 H 9
RIS AR A A8 “S.fofe” &1 IuTey | ARATfIe fhar o |
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