Padma Shri

SHRI CHHULTIM CHHONJOR

Shri Chhultim Chhonjor, a retired tailor master from the Government
Weaving Centre of Padum Zanskar, Ladakh, is a social activist.

2% Born on 3™ July, 1943 in a poor family from Stongday, Shri Chhonjor could
not receive his formal education, as there was no formal school in their village.
Therefore, he was sent to the Stongday monastery to learn Bodhi language. To
convey his gratitude towards the Stongday monastery for imparting him formal
education in Bodhi, he constructed a 30 feet lofty assembly hall for the Stongday
monastery, which is still an architectural marble in the entire Ladakh region.

5. Being an alumnus of the Stongday monastery, Shri Chhonjor has always
been a philanthropic since his tender age. He also constructed the artificial Ice Store
at Stongday monastery in order to overcome the problem of water scarcity in the
region. In 2003, when many of the passengers were stranded on the Padum- Kargil
highway due to heavy avalanche on the road, Shri Chhonjor stepped in to clear snow
from the Rarigdum to Akshow road and thus rescued 64 stranded passengers from
extreme cold condition of the region. Again in 2009, he rescued 7 car passengers
stranded at the Penzila Top without any help and financial aid.

4. In 2016, Shri Chhonjor singlehandedly constructed 40-km stretch of NPD
road from Ramjak, an inhabited area on the Ladakh side of Shinkula pass, to
Kargyak village, in the Zanskar Sub-Division of Ladakh and thus connected this
region to the outside world. In this effort he spent more than Rs. 57 lakhs from his
own pocket, which included his life saving as well as the amount raised after selling
his ancestral property.

S. Shri Chhonjor is a recipient of several awards and honours including various
certificates for his humanistic works including many district awards from the
Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council, (LAHDC) Kargil. He has also
received letters of appreciation from Deputy Commissioner-Kargil District and
Chief Executive Councillor, LAHDC, Kargil.
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