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SHRI JAGDISH CHAUDHARY (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Jagdish Chaudhary was the lord of Varanasi's famed cremation ghats,
popularly known as “Dom Raja” . He was the head of the 'Dom clan' (pyre burners or
cremators) in the city performing last rites. He represented the eternal traditions of
the holy city of Kashi.

28 Born on 18" May, 1974 on the banks of river Ganga in Kashi, Shri Chaudhary
was only 10 years old when his father passed away. He was supported by his 2
brothers and 4 sisters.

3. According to Hindu mythology, the Doms were cursed by Lord Shiva when a
member from their community named Kallu Dom tried to steal an earring of the
goddess Parvati. To gain forgiveness, they agreed to become the keepers of the flame.
It's a big climb-down from the days of Kallu; his ancestor and the first Dom Raja, who
according to Indian mythology, had kept the vow-abiding King Harishchandra as an
apprentice. Ironically, however, the Dom Rajas are keepers of the sacred Flame
revered by all Hindus. No matchstick is used at the ghats. Everyone must use the
sacred fire that has been burning for centuries in Dom Raja's hearth. The fire and the
burning at Varanasi Ghats, as the Hindu belief goes, liberates one from the
everlasting cycle of life and death.

4. Shri Chaudhary was the leader of a two- tier hierarchy of Doms - all of whom are
given duties as per the roster. The Dom Raja not only presides over any disputes at the
ghats but he gets maximum number of duties.

5 Shri Chaudhary was a very prominent social worker in Kashi. As a Raja or as
Dom Raja his duties were not only to support his near one's but also to 5000 families
of Dom who are financially weak and wants support both physically and financially.
He was anytime available, and also encouraged education not only in his society but
to every seeker of the society. He was very down to earth man with very simple living.

6. Shri Chaudhary passed away on 25" August, 2020.
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