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SHRI GOPIRAM BARGAYAN BURABHAKAT

Shri Gopiram Bargayan Burabhakat, a life devoted to the Sattriya Tradition, has played
the role of a performer, director, designer, sculptor etc. at different times. He is an expert in all
forms of Sattriya tradition and a doyen of Sattriya Bhokots and Sattriya Artists of Assam. He is
a self-effacing maestro, who never sought publicity but always strived to achieve excellence.

D Born on 1% January, 1925, Shri Gopiram is one of the longest serving Bhokots of
Assam. He has stood as a backbone of the Sattriya traditions amidst all the natural and
social upheavals. The Sattriya Tradition, since the 15" century, grew as a part of the
Vaishnavite Bhakti Movement in Hindu Monasteries of Assam, called 'Sattra'. The art was
developed and practiced by monks (called Bhokots in Sattras) in the form of dance/dramas
about legends and mythologies of Lord Krishna. He was groomed in the traditional music of
the region — the monastic Borgeet, Ojapali and other forms of Sattriya art — by eminent
teachers including Giuram Ozha, Khageswar Gayan, Bholanath Namlogowa, Sonaram
Bargayan, Chandradhar Sarmah Bhagawati and Anandiram Bargayan. He is known for his
leadership as a Samuhiya Burabhakat and has made ground breaking contribution as
teacher, Bargayan, Borojah, Charitratula, Mahapurush Madhavdev.

g Shri Gopiram has trained and mentored many new generation of Sattriya artists and
performers who have taken Sattriya traditions to different corners of the world. Since his
arrival at the Sri Sri Uttar Kamalabari Sattra in 1930, at the age of five, he has devoted his
whole life, more than nine decades, to the practice, preservation, promotion and
propagation of Sattriya culture amongst his disciples, Bhokots and the society at large. In
his ninety one year long journey as a Bhokot, he has attained many milestones based on
his capabilities and as per Sattriya traditions. He was conferred the status of 'Bargayan'
and 'Borojah'in 1982 by the Sattra Mahasabha of Assam for his excellence in Borgeet i.e
collection of lyrical songs composed by Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardev; Ankiya Geet i.e.
musical rendition during Bhaona performances; Gurubhotima i.e. description of the life
and works of Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardev; Devabhotima i.e. praise of gods etc. and for
his excellence in all 12 Pacts (chapters) of Sattriya Ojapali i.e. an ancient traditional
performing art form of Assam.

4. Shri Gopiram was conferred many awards and pensions in recognition of his
contribution to Sattriya traditions. The awards and pensions include the status of a Samuhiya
Burabhakat (the cultural, religious and administrative head of all the Bhokots) of Sri Sri Uttar
Kamalabari Sattra (1990); Artist Pension (Shilpi Pension) by the Government of Assam (1995);
Artist Pension by the Government of India (2011); Sangeet Natak Academy Tagore Award in
2012 for his contribution to traditional music of Assam. At the age of ninety six, he is still
overflowing with the energy of youth and is a regular practitioner of different art forms.
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i MR QM gem™ad

1 MURT IR T BT YRT SiaT T URURT Bl FAMUT VBT & IR S8l AT T—3NeT FHY
R HATHR, e, g, FiieR anfe o i 18 B | 98 I IRt &1 94 faemeit & faes €
3R 3T @ U Ufifted T3 ¥ahd 8IR AT HldR © | I8 SIAfd fay S¥e €, Rei= &4 T
P HTHAT ol B Afh Fad 98aR H d8aR HR BT YIRNT fhaT |

2 £ MR & T 1 ST, 1925 B §aAT | T8 IFH H A ofd 9T TP 9ad I3 © | I8 T4
WHTId 3R ARG SATR—TGIT & 91 AT URORISH & I HAogd Wi & ke TS 8 | 1547 aar 9
HA WRURT, 39 & fe=g 7ol fSTe §4 Bal Sl &, § d9[d 9fh 3=l & 3T & W H [JhRid gs | 39
Hell BT [AHRT 3iR 1 Megall (2 Tl 3§ Wehd HeT Sl ©) §RT /AT HWT Bl BTl AR RIS
IR UR SMEIRT T /ACHd & ©U | fhdT T o7 | I8l [ISH 3NN, TR TR, [T
ATTARTIET, AFRTH IR, TSER FRAT AT AR SAGRT SR Afed TN 31 A &3 & URIRD
HIMT — A3l & IR, 3MSTel IR T el o 37 faemaii @ Rierr o &1 | 98 Fgfear geMad &
WU H 37U T b ol S S & 3R S8 IO, IR, GRIGH, ARAG, HETgoY AEdad & wU o
3PYd ANTE fer 2 |

3. Y IR 7 78 G & B TAI HATDRI AR fAarsi &I afRiferd far g vd a1 anieeiA
frar 2 =i fasg & faf= fex=dl § 9 ReRi] ugams & | 1930 # U@ a9 ol oy # s i ST
HAAEIE] T H 3N & d1S, i AYAT YRT Siiad, Tl I 3 31 A, 31 i, Aapdll R TSt
AT RGBT B IR, ARET0T, HIE iR TaR— TR & forg wwftia o= faar 8 | ¥ad & &9 # ga=d 9y
DI IO AT H, 7RI 7T &AATS & IR AR IRORISH & SR 3 Ul BRI Dl 8 | 31H
DI FF HSTAAT 71 RN, FATT HBTGDY $MHT edHRad AT Aol & [Us; 3ifhar Md, sterid wra fhar
& FHI MY ST dTel 9oi; o HIfCHTS 3feifd H8Tgoy S Ibrad & Siid= d Hrai ol g, qaulfears
3T S2aR T URINAT 3T H STab] Icheed] T AT STSTTetl AT FH DI Yo Tl IRURFT 3T
BHAT D AT 12 AT 3 D! IcHeedl B oIy 1982 H I8 ‘SR’ 3R IRISIT DI IUTRY & |

4. i AR BT A WURTAT § I AN & o7 s REBR IR UM H G a1 T 2 |
S REDPRI 3IR YT &7 57 ITR FAAEIS] G5 BT FHRAT ST DI SUTE (1 Hhdll BT AT,
gTfies TAT TRIMARTS THE) (1990); 3 HRBR gRT Riedl U (1995); YRT WRBR gRT Rl UzH
(2011); 3RFH @ YRURSE FHIT H I ANTEE & ol 2012 H FHIT ATCH ABIGH SR REBR AMHA © |
fsaTTa af o) oIg #, I8 JaT Sl A AU 8 AR Bt o fAfr= fermail &1 faffa wu | onird a4 ¢ |
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